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Australia’s Iron- 
Fist Decision 
on Norfolk 

COUNCIL PLEA FOR DEMOCRACY IS REJECTED; COLONIAL CONTROL STAYS 

WHY? - SECRET REPORT 

NORFOLK UNIMPORTANT - BUT NORFOLK'S CONTINENTAL SHELF IS VITAL 

COUNCILLORS PROTEST 

ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES DETERMINED TO END INJUSTICES 

a» 

PITCAIRN HEAD TO U.N. 

SOCIETY PRESIDENT TO NEW YORK AS MINISTER REVEALS HARD LINE 
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COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 


l|pr bonhcord 


welcome hare 


NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 


We are hard to find because we # re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also bice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery* The furnish'* 
ings are,made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 
Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes* walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES, 
RUBIES, JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
-- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 


JREALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS: 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30-12.30 







Australia's Iron-Fist 
Decision on Norfolk 


AFTER A YEAR of soothing assuran¬ 
ces about its concern for the people 
of Norfolk, the Australian Govern¬ 
ment stopped play-acting and swung 
an iron fist down on the Island on 
April 5th. 

Its Norfolk Island Bill was rubber- 
stamped through Australia's House 
of Representatives that night. Sen¬ 
ate ratification of the Government 
plan is a foregone conclusion when 
Parliament reconvenes in May. 

The new law will lock the people 
of the Island into complete 19th- 
century control by the Australian 
Government. 

it re-asserts Australia's complete 
right to make whatever laws it likes 
on the Island, without the consent 
of the people, and to cancel any 
locally-made laws up to six months 
after they have been made by the 
Island's only elected representatives. 

Despite an 11th-hour appeal by 
the elected Councillors in Sydney, 
the Island's waters and continental 
shelf are being expropriated for 
Australia's use. 

The head of Norfolk's local gov¬ 
ernment will continue to be an out¬ 
side Administrator sent from Austra¬ 
lia. 

In Canberra, President of Norfolk 
Council Committees Bill Blucher 
issued a statement saying that the 
Bill contained injustices and that 
the people of Norfolk were entitled 
to democratic freedom. 

In Melbourne the president of the 
United Nations Association of Aus¬ 
tralia said the Government's plan 
was plain colonialism, and the ap¬ 
pearances of some self-government 
in the Bill were merely "a charade. '* 
In New York, the president of 
Norfolk's Society of Descendants of 
the Pitcairn Settlers, Ken Nobbs, 
began marshalling support for the 
Island among members of the Uni¬ 
ted Nations Committee of 24. 

LAST EFFORT 

All eight of the Councillors flew 
to Sydney on March 25th for last- 
minute negotiations with Minister 
R„J, Ellicott on the terms of the 
forthcoming law. 

They gained some concessions - 


mostly symbolic - but they struck 
out on all six of the "basic object¬ 
ions” they had formally presented 
to Mr. Ellicott on Norfolk on March 
13th. 

From a variety of reports from 
Australia it is obvious that the Coun- 
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clllors were magnificent represent¬ 
atives of the Island - articulate, 
well-informed, determined and 
tireless. 

If the negotiating situation had 
been one where facts, logic and 
fairness would prevail, it seems 
certain that the Norfolk Island Bill 
would have been extensively re¬ 
written. 

Unfortunately they were negotia¬ 
ting with - to use a phrase of Mr. 
Ellicott's - a brick wall. 

On the most important issue of 
all - government by consent - the 
Councillors never had a chance. 

The Prime Minister will not allow 
such a thing on Norfolk Island, 

Among the losses: 

•Self-government is not recog¬ 
nised as a right. 

•’ Self-government in free asso¬ 
ciation with Australia” would not 
even be discussed by the Minister. 

• Self-determination and gov¬ 
ernment 'by consent were ruled out. 

• No referendum will be permit¬ 
ted on whether the Bill is accept¬ 
able. The right of the Legislative 
Assembly to call referendums on 
other matters has not yet been 
clarified. 

•No transition to self-govern¬ 
ment has been agreed on. 

•The 200-mile sea and seabed 
zone will not be considered part 
of the Island. 

•The Administrator's title will 
not be changed, despite Councillors' 
objections that ”the name is detest¬ 
ed..,'* (Administrator D. V, O'¬ 
Leary, present when the matter 
was raised, said ”1 move through 
many sections of the community. 


I have not seen this. This detest¬ 
ation has not reached me. ") 

•Australia will not include in 
the Bill a list of Australian laws 
applying to Norfolk. 

•Australia will not give up the 
right to spend most of the money 
Norfolk raises. 

•Taxation without representation 
has been reconsidered, and written 
into the Bill as an acceptable pro 
cedure. 

•Australia will not let the Island 
manage social welfare, health, 
hospital, land policy, mining, in¬ 
dustrial relations, industrial and 
marine safety, the Island's heri¬ 
tage, or the environment - all ask¬ 
ed for by the Council. 

• Norfolk will not be allowed to 
take the seat reserved for it at the 
South Pacific Conf erence. 

MEAGRE GAINS 

Among the gains: 

• In a meeting with Mr. Ellicott 
on March 26th Councillor Buffett 
asked ’’Then you agree that the 
opportunity exists for Norfolk Island 
to have control of everything-inter¬ 
nal with the exception of foreign 
affairs and defense?" The Minister 
answered ”Yes. With the further 
exception of coinage." His answer 
is recorded in Council's minutes of 
the meeting. But there is no such 
statement in the Bill itself, and 
Mr. Ellicott took pains to say that 
internal self-government was not 
being promised within five years, 
or any other fixed time. 

•The preamble of the Bill has 
, been worded to include **the Parlia¬ 
ment considers it desirable and to 
be the wish of the people of Norfolk 
Island that Norfolk Island achieve, 
over a p eriod of time. Internal self- 

No May 

‘News’ 

THERE WILL be no issue of The News 
published in mid-May, because of the 
editor's absence overseas. 

The next issue will be dated June- 
July, and will be on sale about June 1$. 
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The Stylish Performer 



Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

the precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality 


ARRANGE FOR 
TEST DRIVE TODAY 
UNDER NO OBLIGATION 




DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Propritar J. W. FITZPATRICK 








‘We will continue to 
seek understand¬ 
ing and support for 
our cause, where - 
ever we can find it 


THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT WAS MADE BY WILLIAM A. BLUCHER, 
PRESIDENT OF COMMITTEES OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL, 

IN CANBERRA AFTER THE PASSAGE OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND BILL 
BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON 5TH APRIL, 1979. 


government as a Territory under the 
authority of the Commonwealth... " 

A preamble is not a binding part of 
an Act, and a period of time is as 
long as a piece of string. The change 
may act like a carrot on a string in 
front of a donkey. It will also help 
Australia fend off international crit¬ 
icism of its colonial rule of Norfolk. 
•The Preamble has also been word¬ 
ed to acknowledge the fact that the 
Pitcairn people actually exist. Whe¬ 
ther the change will be considered 
by Pitcairn descendants to be a gain 
or an insult remains to be seen. It 
ignores the fact that the Island was 
promised to them, that it is their 
homeland, and the fact that their 
families make up more than half 
the Island’s permanent residents - 
double the number of residents 
bom in Australia* It simply admits 
that the Pitcairners did settle here 
in 1856, that some of their descen¬ 
dants still live here, and that Par¬ 
liament recognises some unspecified 
"special relationship of die said de¬ 
scendants with Norfolk Island and 
theif^esire to preserve their tradi¬ 
tions and culture. " 

• Local laws on roads, drains and 
other legislative Assembly matters 
will be called "Acts” instead of "Ord¬ 
inances" . (One Islander, hearing of 
this amendment, said "1 don’t care 

if they call.them ’Bananas".) 

• The wording of the draft Bill, 
referring to "the Territory of Nor¬ 
folk Island" and to its being govern¬ 
ed *as a Territory of the Common¬ 
wealth" has been changed back to 
the wording of the 1913-1914 legis¬ 
lation when Australia first received 
responsibility for the Island. We 
will continue to be "Norfolk Island", ' 
rather than "the Territory of Norfolk 
Island", and we will be "under the 
authority of”, not "of” the Common¬ 
wealth. Mr. Ellicott says it makes 
no legal difference, but many 
people on the Island felt strongly 
that the switch to "Territory of the 
Commonwealth" was emphasising 

the idea of possession by Australia. 

The eight Councillors travelled 
to Sydney as a group on a chartered 
Norfolk Island Airlines flight, paid 
for out^af public funds of the Island. 
They began returning individually 
to Norfolk on March 23rd. Council¬ 
lor Geoff Bennett stayed to see de¬ 
bate begin in the House on April 4th, 
and President of Committees Bill 
Blucher stayed to see the House pass 
the Bill. He then issued the public 
statement that appears in this issue, 
distilling Councillors’ views on the 
situation and their intentions for 
the future. 


"WE BELIEVE it is a mistake, for 
Norfolk Island's sake and for the 
sake of Australia, for the House of 
Representatives to pass the Bill in 
its present form. 

"This Bill will have the effect of 
only partly restoring self-govern¬ 
ment that was illegally taken from 
Norfolk Island in 1896. 

"The Bill does not resolve the two 
major matters in contention between 
Norfolk Island and the Australian 
Government, namely - 

- the identity of Norfolk Island ' 
as a member of the Pacific commu¬ 
nity and entitled to self-govern¬ 
ment, and 

- the right of the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island to consent to their own 
form of government. 

"The principal body of residents 
on Norfolk Island are direct descen¬ 
dants of the people of Pitcairn Isl¬ 
and. Norfolk Island was made a 
distinct and separate settlement 
for them by Queen Victoria in 1856 
when the entire population of Pit¬ 
cairn Island agreed tq move here. 
The people's origin is not Austra¬ 
lia. We come from the Pacific and 
we did so long before there was 
such a thing as the Commonwealth. 
“The political connection with Au¬ 
stralia occurred mainly as a matter 
of convenience for the administra¬ 
tors of the British Empire. 

"The Norfolk Island Council be¬ 
lieves that it is the right of the Nor¬ 
folk Island people to determine the 
nature of their own political system 
by referendum. This fundamental 


point has been rejected by die Aus¬ 
tralian Government, The Norfolk 
Island Bill should not have been 
presented until it had obtained the 
endorsement of the people at ref¬ 
erendum, 

* If the Bill passes the Senate then 
we have said we will work with it 
for the best interests of die people. 
However it contains inbuilt injust¬ 
ices which will cause further dif¬ 
ficulties until they are removed. 

"We do not believe that many 
Australians, or many members of 
Parliament, would wish to see the 
continuation of policy-maldb&g by 
Australian officials who We do not 
elect, or government without con¬ 
sent, either in Australia or Norfolk 
Island; and we believe that Norfolk 
Island has die complete and unqual¬ 
ified right to the resources of its 
surrounding ocean zone. 

"We will cdntfhue to seek under¬ 
standing and support for our cause 
wherever we. can find it. 

" We are hot seeking independ¬ 
ence; we are seeking internal self- 
government. 

"We believe we are entitled to the 
right to govern ourselves on our own 
Island, and to enjoy democratic 
freedom like the people of Austra¬ 
lia. 

"We ,are peaceful, law-abiding 
and self-supporting. 

"All we ask from Australia is 
neigbborliness, mutual respect, 
and democracy." 
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24-hour alarm, lets Back-up alarm. At the chime, the 

you know when it s A spare reminder to time will be ... When 

time with one minute signal that second you need it, here s an 

of .5 second beeps. appointment, call, every-hour-on-the- 

or meeting. hour time signal. 


Indicators light up > 

prhen one or more 

functions are in use; a beep signals the start and finish 
of each function. If s foolproof. An invaluable timepiece 
for the man whose time is money—CITIZEN QUARTZ 
CRYSTRON LC MULTI ALARM. 



a full range at 

-PRENTICE’S- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 























ONLY EXTRAORDINARY PRESSURES COULD CAUSE AUSTRALIA TO OUTLAW DEMOCRACY ON NORFOLK ISLAND, 
ACCORDING TO A REMARKABLE DISCLOSURE, AUSTRALIA APPARENTLY DECIDED IT HAD TO SEIZE 


THE POTENTIALLY VITAL PRIZES 
NORFOLK’S CONTINENTAL SHELF 


THROUGH A PRIVATE source well * 
known to and thorough 1^ trusted by 
The News, we have been made aw¬ 
are of the existence of a confident¬ 
ial Australian Government report 
which apparently sealed Norfolk Isl¬ 
and's fate some time ago. 

Few people In Government, and 
no one outside government, have 
had access to the report. But it has 
apparently been the controlling fac¬ 
tor in deciding Australia's policies 
toward Norfolk's political future. 

It is evident that the possibility 
of large petroleum deposits under 
the Island's continental shelf has 
crucial strategic importance to the 
Commonwealth. 

On the basis of present geological 
information, the Norfolk Ridge is 
considered one of the few high- 
grade prospects for meeting Austra¬ 
lia's need for petroleum in the late 
1980s, 1990s and onward. 

The stability of Australia's finan¬ 
cial future could be at stake. Two 
of the strongest human motives - 
money and self-preservation - are 
involved. 

With only 1600 people on Norfolk, 
unrepresentated in Parliament and 
unknown to most of the world, the 
Government has apparently made 
a value judgment; their rights, and 
usual Australian standards of just¬ 
ice, have to be sacrificed. The 
deed will be done - considerately, 
if possible. 

The Government's private atti¬ 
tude is summed up in the remark 
of a senior public servant in Can¬ 
berra, speaking to an associate ab¬ 
out necessary aspects of the Gov¬ 
ernment's plans. He said: "It's not 
very pleasant. But it has to be done. " 
No one knows whether there really 
is petroleum under the seabed within 
Norfolk's 200-mile zone. But con¬ 
fidential geological data indicate 
that the Norfolk Ridge might contain 
immense deposits - another Bass 
Strait, conceivably; another North 
Sea, conceivably. 

The Bass Strait oilwells provide 
about two-thirds of Australia's pres¬ 
ent petroleum consumption of some 
600, 000 barrels a day. They are ex¬ 
pected to be used up by about 1985, 
at current rates. 


Perhaps further exploration will 
reveal additional supplies in the 
Strait. Perhaps oil exploration in 
deep water on Australia's North West 
Shelf, just beginning, will discover 
a great new supply. 

But perhaps not. Even the most 
geologically promising areas can 
turn out to be valueless. Off the 
eastern United States, drilling con¬ 
cessions in the Baltimore Canyon 
were auctioned off for more than 
$1 billion - a thousand million - 
but after $100 million worth of dril¬ 
ling nothing has been found but some 
gas. 

If the North West Shelf doesn't 
hold much oil, where else can Aust¬ 
ralia turn? The geologically promis¬ 
ing areas are extremely limited. 
Perhaps the waters around Ashmore 
and Cartier Islands, or the waters 
toward Timor. Perhaps the Great 
Barrier Reef. Environmentalists have 
persuaded the Government to leave 
the Reef alone so far, partly because 
the potential for oil there is not con¬ 
sidered terribly good, with volcanic 
rock lying only two or three thousand 
feet below the surface. 

What about the Norfolk Ridge? It 
is large and geologically promising, 
although it has serious handicaps. 

No one has ever drilled that far out 
in the open ocean before. The long 
ocean surges would make drilling a 
difficult exercise. The waters are 
deep. 

WORST HANDICAP 

Morally, the worst handicap is 
that the Norfolk Ridge belongs to 
Norfolk Island, which was placed 
’’under the authority of" Australia in 
1914, but never ceded to Australia. 
Current Australian legislation cover¬ 
ing offshore oil - the Petroleum (Sub¬ 
merged Lands) Acts of 1967 - does 
not include Norfolk or its continent¬ 
al shelf. 

Butin March Hon. R.J. Ellicott, 
Minister for Home Affairs, acting 
under instructions from the Prime 
Minister, moved to eliminate the 
moral handicap by asserting that 
Norfolk now belongs to Australia. 

The Island's 123-year-old status as 
a "distinct and separate settlement". 


emphasised by Mr. Ellicott himself 
only four years ago, is no longer re¬ 
cognised by Australia. Norfolk has 
been seized. 

For obvious reasons the Govern¬ 
ment did not want the seizure to be 
seen as an overt new action. The 
annexation had. occurred some time 
ago, the Government implied. The 
best Mr. Ellicott could do toward 
suggesting when it had happened was 
to say "I have made it clear, the 
Government when Senator Withers 
was the Minister made it clear, 
that its policy was based on Norfolk 
Island being and remaining part of 
Australia." 

Sen. Withers' major announce¬ 
ment on the subject, on December 
16th, 1976, said something quite dif¬ 
ferent. He announced after a cabi¬ 
net meeting that "the Government 
intends to continue to accept re¬ 
sponsibility for maintaining Norfolk 
Island as a viable community, ” 
and that "its constitutional relation¬ 
ship with Australia will remain that 
of a Territory of the Commonwealth 
of Australia." That is a far cry 
from annexation. The statement 
was issued not to declare any change 
in Australian policy, but in response 
to speculation over Sir John Nimmo's 
recommendation that Australia 
should consider "abandoning” Nor¬ 
folk. 

Money, not oil, is the heart of 
the issue. 

Australia's international financial 
situation is one of the Government's 
most crucial worries. The Com¬ 
monwealth has resorted to massive 
overseas borrowings to meet its cur¬ 
rent obligations. The national de¬ 
ficit this year is expected to be 
$4,5 billion - SOJfc over the origin¬ 
al estimate. 

About IVjc of Australia’s present 
petroleum supply comes from dom¬ 
estic sources and can be paid for in 
Australian dollars. But 30# has to 
be imported, and paid for with pre¬ 
cious foreign exchange funds; about 
$1 billion worth a year. 

There is plenty of petroleum in 
the world, and much more is confi¬ 
dently expected to be found. But if 
Australia's domestic oil wells are 
depleted before alternate technolog- 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


Casual Guest Policy 


South 

Pacific 

hotel/mot®I limited 
norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dancing to "Freeway M ; TUESDAY games 
night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good jackpots; THURSDAY 
the South Pacific's Island Dinner and dancing to the 
music of "Freeway" ; FRIDAY d an cin g to "Freew ay"f" SAT¬ 
URDAY dinner and a film; SUNDAY dinner and easy listen¬ 
ing music. Table d'hote dinners are served every night 
except Monday and Thursday, when smorgasbord is on. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise -coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm, 

' COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 



COMRAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURA NGA 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 














ie$ like nuclear power, coal lique¬ 
faction, methane, shale oil and sol- 
aTenergy can take over, Australia 
would have to import all its oil. 

The additional foreign exchange 
cost would be $2 billion a year at 
present prices - and prices could 
double, re-double and more in the 
next ten years. 

Australia simply might not be able 
to pay that large a bill without sel¬ 
ling the nation into bondage to the 
oil-producing countries. Nations 
seldom go bankrupt. They go into 
financial chaos, and deep depression, 
and invent new kinds of money to re¬ 
place the worthless old money. 

If there is a large amount of oil 
under the Norfolk Ridge, it could 
conceivably save Australia from such 
a disaster - provided one vital condi¬ 
tion is met. 

That condition, surprisingly, is not 
that Norfolk has to be held and "own- 
ed" by Australia. It is that Norfolk 
has to remain inside the Australian 
currency system. 

The oil, if it is there, has to be 
paid for with Australian dollars, not 
with foreign exchange. Norfolk 
must not, under any circumstances, 
be allowed to create its own curren¬ 
cy, or to shift to using the currency 
of some other country. 

The Island has been working hard 
to get Australian permission to issue 
local coinage, as a collectors’ item 
and a source of local revenue - as 
other territories and colonies do in 
many parts of the world. The re¬ 
quest has been turned down cold: 
so much so that a prohibition against 
coinage has been inserted, quite 
clumsily, into the Norfolk Island 
Bill. 

Australia’s iron-clad policy on 
the question was shown clearly by 
Mr. Ellicott to the Norfolk Island 
Council on March 13th. He des¬ 
cribed the prohibition against coin¬ 
age as one of several " guarantees, 

I suppose”. His words were disjoint¬ 
ed but his message was unmistak¬ 
able: "The Government because 
we have one system and one that - 
this Island enjoys very much, one 
financial and a banking system, 
the Government does not wish the 
Legislative Assembly to be able to 
have its own currency - authorising 
the coining of money.". 

The only way Australia can be 
positive that Norfolk Island will 
stay within the Australian mone¬ 
tary system is to make sure Norfolk 
is prevented from being a ’’separ¬ 
ate and distinct settlement” with 
democratic government within the 
Island itself. 

To eliminate any possibility of 


a Norfolk Island currency, the pos¬ 
sibility of democracy itself has to 
be eliminated. Not very pleasant, 
as the senior public servant said, 
but it has to be done. 


MINISTER’S ODD 
“REASSURANCES” 


IN TALKING to Council about 
Norfolk’s 200-mile zone on March 
14th Mr. Ellicott said a great deal, 
much of it fuzzy. Significantly, 
he introduced the subject himself, 
at the tail-end of two days of meet¬ 
ings, after it appeared no one else 
was going to raise it. 

Government statements and ac¬ 
tions related to 200-mile zones 
have been almost exclusively about 
fishing rights, but the Minister went 
straight to the point of real import¬ 
ance around Norfolk. "People tend 
to think in black and white terms 
about the matter I am going to 
mention, ” he said, "and that is 
what is called the continental 
shelf..." 

Four times, talking about who 
would get the benefits from any ex¬ 
ploitation of Norfolk’s ocean zone, 
he spoke in entirely negative words. 
Typical of these was "... it being 
the broad attitude of the Govern¬ 
ment that it wouldn’t want to say 
that the benefits, in a broad sense, 
in the economic zone shouldn't go 
to Norfolk Island. ” 

While carefully avoiding any 
clear statement of intent, he made 
two comments that might seem, to 
the average listener, to be reason¬ 
ably reassuring. 

- H ... the foreign government, or 
the foreign country, whatever it 
was, would be saying ’Yes, we 
have got a license to fish, we've 
got to pay certain royalties (what¬ 
ever they are) to an Australian' - 
one would hope that the Austral¬ 
ian Government would be saying, 
'Yes, we will either whole or in 
part of those royalities will come 
back to the Norfolk Island public 
fund." 

- "... whilst also saying that I 
thought the Government would 
approach these discussions on the 
basis that Norfolk Island in broad 
terms should have the benefits 
that come out of the zone. ” 

Caution is warranted in taking 
assurance from those statements, 
for two reasons. 

The obvious one is that they 
assure nothing. They have to do 
with "one would hope" and "whole 
or in part" and "I thought the Gov¬ 
ernment would approach.,." 


The more serious reason for cau¬ 
tion is that it would be politically 
disastrous and quite possibly ille¬ 
gal for Australia to let Norfolk have 
the benefits if Norfolk actually 
"belonged" to Australia. 

Royalities from offshore oilwells 
are split between the States and 
the Commonwealth. Typically the 
State gets a royalty of 6$ of the 
value of production at the well¬ 
head, and the Commonwealth gets 
4$. In addition the Common¬ 
wealth charges $3 a barrel "levy". 
The Commonwealth then takes the 
biggest "royalty" of all: 46$ of 
the oil company’s net profits, as 
Commonwealth income tax. It is 
thought that between 70$ and 75$ 
of the total profit from offshore oil 
goes* to State and Federal Govern¬ 
ments, with the Commonwealth 
getting much the most. 

A recent High Court decision 
has said that the Commonwealth, 
not the States, has full sovereign¬ 
ty over Australia's surrounding 
waters. The terms set up by the 
Petroleum (Submerged Lands)Acts 
are being revised, though the 
Commonwealth has indicated that 
the States will continue getting a 
share of the benefits comparable 
to the 6$ they get now. 

If Norfolk Island is actually "the 
Commonwealth’s property", how 
could the Commonwealth legally 
give Norfolk the full benefits from 
"the Commonwealth’s” waters, 
rather than using the income for 
the benefit of the entire Common¬ 
wealth? 

And if it did ” grant" Norfolk all 
of die benefits from the sea around 
Norfolk, what would the States 
have to say about that, with their 
meagre 6$ royalties? The State 
Premiers could confidently be ex¬ 
pected to pull Parliament House to 
pieces, brick by brick, in protest. 

If Australia is able to enforce its 
seizure of Norfolk, and to get a- 
way with wiping out the possibil¬ 
ity of democracy on the Island, 
die best thing that could happen 
from the Islanders’ point of view 
would be that the Norfolk Ridge 
was drilled, and found empty of 
oil. 

If that occurs, Australia may be 
quite ready, around the year 2000, 
to bestow democracy on Norfolk 
Island at last. Local coinage might 
become a quite untroublesome 
source of Island revenue. 

But if there is a massive oil field 
under the Ridge, it may be a curse 
on the people of the Island until 
Australians have finished burning 
it up. 
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COUNCIL’S FORMAL PROTEST-APRIL 11 


Unanimously voted: 

"Council resolves to record the 
following fundamental objections: - 

"1. The Bill is being enacted 
without the formal consent of the 
Norfolk Island people or of this 
Council, 

"We believe that the only cor¬ 
rect form of government for Norfolk 
Island is one to which the Island 
people have consented. 

”2. We believe the people seek 
and are entitled to full responsibil¬ 
ity for all matters internal to the 
Island, excepting foreign Affairs 
and Defence. 

"The Bill does not provide this, 

"3. The Bill does not ensure 
the tight of the people to a referen¬ 
dum on their own Constitution, nor 
their rigjbt to a referendum on all 


Quotes in debate: 

Cr. Blucher: . Several resi¬ 

dents have told me that we would 
like to see the Island get back to 
a more quiet and peaceful way of 
life again, and wish to have the 
argument and strife of the last few 
years over and done with. Other 
residents may also feel the same 
way. 

"1 would wish to assure all such 
people that so far as 1 know no- 
one on Council, is thinking of any¬ 
thing that would upset such ideas 
for getting back to normal... 

"There are no thoughts of any 
extreme actions in the minds of 
Council as far as I am aware. 

Norfolk Island is and should be an 
Island of peace and that is what we 
all want very much. 

"The resolution passed today 
should make it clear what Council 
believes, but 1 would like to add 
my own thoughts that I will never 
rest until Norfolk Island is governed 
with the consent of the people. 

"I would certainly hope that when 
the Assembly is formed one of the 
standing items on every agenda will 
be the subject of how Norfolk Island 
is progressing toward getting govern¬ 
ment by consent and what is being 
done to reach this goal. This must 
be a permanent effort for all of us 
until we reach that goal..." 

Cr. Nunn: "We must make clear 
that this Bill does not fully reflect 
what we regard as the rights, and 
the dues, of the Norfolk Island 


public matters of Norfolk Island. 

"4. It does not acknowledge Nor¬ 
folk Island as a distinct -and.separate 
member of the Pacific community. 

"5. It does hot acknowledge the 
Island's unqualified right to the re¬ 
sources of its surrounding ocean zone. 

"6. It reserves for the Common¬ 
wealth the power to initiate expendi¬ 
ture and appropriate public funds, 
and the power to impose taxation on 
the Island’s people without their con¬ 
sent. 

"This is a basic injustice. 

"It is the policy of this Council to 
work in every practical way with the 
Bill, for the benefit of the Island, 
but we absolutely reject these wrong¬ 
ful aspects of the Bill. 

"We are determined to end them 
and restore the Island to its former 
self-government at the earliest pos¬ 
sible time." 


people - and say quite firmly in 
the words of the poet Blake that 
•we shall not rest, nor shall the 
sword sleep iii our hand' until Nor¬ 
folk Island is recognised for what 
it is and has a right to be. 

"I use that quotation - Blake was 
a very religious man - it's not vio¬ 
lence. I hope we’ll never get vio¬ 
lent language or behaviour on this 
Island. 

"But let us all keep in our minds, 
and in the mind of Australia, and 
indeed the mind of the world, that 
we believe we have just rights, and 
we intend to obtain them. ” 

Cr. Quintal: "We will continue to 
fight; to get back the powers that 
were given to us, in 1856, by Queen 
Victoria." 

Cr. Buffett: ’1 think it's also es¬ 
sential. .•v that some emphasis be 
given to what has been achieved by 
Council, and thereby the people of 
Norfolk Island. 

"Since the Bill became available 
for discussion last November, and 
the community has made its view 
known to the Councillors on var- 
- ious provisions, the Council has 
pursued various amendments with 
the Australian Government. 

"Some significant amendments 
were achieved, in my view. 

"These gains have been stated 
in the formal report of the Presi¬ 
dent of Committees. 

"The most important achieve¬ 
ment is that which gained a speci¬ 
fic statement in the Bill, providing 


internal self-government as the 
goal for Norfolk Island. This state¬ 
ment has been lacking, previous¬ 
ly. 

Cr. Bennett: " From the outset the 
Government's proposals for Norfolk 
Island have been based on the pre¬ 
tence that Australia owns Norfolk 
Island. 

"They continue to be misguided 
by a section of the Constitution 
which gives them wide powers to 
make laws for Norfolk Island - and 
overlook the fact that no Order in 
Council or Imperial revocation ex¬ 
ists which changes the status of Nor¬ 
folk Island from a distinct and sep¬ 
arate settlement, made in an Order 
in Council in 1856... " 

Cr. Blucher: ”.. .I*d just like to 
make it clear that my own personal 
feelings are much deeper than that, 
and perhaps even a bit more bitter 
than die thoughts expressed in the 
resolution. 

"I am aware that some people on 
Norfolk Island want the conflict to 
be over and want peace at almost 
any price. I. want peace too and 
this is what we've been striving for. 

1 understand their feelings and I 
certainly do not blame them for 
wanting those things, but I believe 
that we are all thinking of our own 
concerns and problems of today. 

"I think we are all overlooking 
the Norfolk Island of tomorrow. 

"Council went to Sydney seek¬ 
ing Australia's agreement on six 
basic objections to the Norfolk Island 
Bill. We were told that none of 
them would be corrected. 

"I believe that every one of 
Council's objections was quite rea¬ 
sonable, and I believe that it is 
disgraceful for the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment to reject even one of them, 
let alone all six. 

"We have to wear this Norfolk 
Island Bill - the Parliament really 
doesn't. The people have to wear 
it, and we have to wear it because 
we have no choice. 

"So far as I am concerned, we 
will wear it for the benefit of the 
Island and its people and because 
we have no choice, but I believe 
that we should remember 
every morning, every day and every 
night that we have been forced 
against our will to conform. 

"Maybe some day we will, with 
God’s help, overcome this oppres¬ 
sion and I pledge myself to bring 
that day as near as is humanly pos- 
sible,” 
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IMMEDIATE 
U.N. CONTACT 

THE SOCIETY of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers established direct 
contact in the United Nations early 
in April, and began pinning down 
ways to bring Australia's treatment 
of the Island under world scrutiny. 

Society president Ken Nobbs ar¬ 
ranged to be in New York at the 
same time that Norfolk's Councillors 
were engaged in last-minute nego¬ 
tiations on the Norfolk Island Bill 
with Minister R. J. Ellicott in Syd¬ 
ney. 

In Sydney the Minister refused 
to budge on Australia's right to gov¬ 
ern Norfolk any way it thinks fit. 

He told the Councillors, "I don't 
think most people want to go along 
the Article 73 path" ( - the path of 
trying to get Australia to observe 
the requirements of Article 73 of 
the United Nations Charter - ed.) 

"The Pitcairn Descendants Society 
can take that view in the face of 
what is offered by the Bill if they 
wish." 

Notified that Council had lost out 
on all of its major objections to the 
Bill, the Society's president went 
into action on a plan that had been 
worked out with the advice and 
help of Mr. John Bulbeck, the of¬ 
ficer of the United Nations Asso¬ 
ciation of Australia who prepared 
the Association's dramatic report 
on Norfolk last year. 

Mr. Bulbeck, formerly a Reu¬ 
ters correspondent based at the 
U. N., is currently based in the 
U. S. but remains an officer of the 
UNAA. 

The plan included a sequence of 
personal appointments with key of¬ 
ficials, diplomats and staff involved 
with the U.N. 's Committee of 24 
on Decolonisation. Ken Nobbs 
briefed them on Norfolk's status as 
a non-self.-goveming territory, 

Australian policies to integrate the 
Island without its consent, and the 
colonial terms of the Norfolk Island 
Bill. 

He also made contact with inter¬ 
national press outlets in New York. 

In one press interview, carried 
by the Brisbane Sunday Mail on 
April 8th, he said he believed 
"the other residents - Australians, 

British, New Zealanders - are over¬ 
whelmingly behind us Pitcairners 
in resisting integration." This sup¬ 
port had been unanimously passed 
by resolution at a public meeting 
on Norfolk on January 16th. 




Letters to the editor 


Sir, 

I thought some of The News’s 
readers may like to share a letter 
I received in March from an old 
acquaintance in Sydney. 

It says, 

"Vfp saw you on Nationwide TV 
programme just by chance a few 
nights ago an<jL were shocked to 
think, you were still fighting to 
preserve your own precious way of 
life; The powers that be seem to 
think it sufficient to throw you 
some crumbs while they take over 
the te$t of the cake - you'd soon 
be completely taken over by Can- 
berrai I think it was the Adminis¬ 
trator who said Pitcairn was the 
island of the ‘'Bounty’' descendants - 
I could be mistaken, as I was sit¬ 
ting like a stunned mullet by then - 
but Norfolk Is. was given to you 
and is special geographically and 
historically and should remain so. 

It is a delight to find people from 
a specific event in history still with 
such close bonds and living in har¬ 
mony, yet sharing their bit of para¬ 
dise with others. We envy you your 
way of life and wish beaurocracy 
would leave you alone. 

"Hold tight to everything! " 

. Isn't that a nice thought, about 
"people with,such close bonds and 
living in harmony, yet sharing their 
bit of paradise yith others"? 

JEAN MITCHELL 


Sir, 

I refer to a broadcast on Thursday 
night over 2BL, I stood listening to 
what at first I thought was a panto¬ 
mime. Then 1 hopped up and (very 
unladylike) stood on a chair with 
my ears glued to the wireless, real¬ 
ising what I was actually hearing 
was the debate by the men who 
held our future in their hands. 

Such a pity the Shadow Minister 
hadn't realised, whilst rehearsing 
his speech, that it was far easier 
to say "natives" than "indigenous." 
It's really amazing how many peo¬ 
ple think we are black, uneducat¬ 
ed, simple folk who can't write or 
spell our names. 

Alas we are of Pitcairn descent, 
the rightful owners of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, regardless of how Ministers 
and Administrators try to say other¬ 
wise. - y 

I'd suggest that instead of shov¬ 
ing the blame onto Norfolk Island* 
people for tax dodgers (that we 
Have resented for years, and still 
do) they should admit that they 


allowed diem in, not us Islanders. 
They should have been keeping 
peace and good order on out Island 
- the Administrators and the Minis¬ 
ters (maybe I should say with per¬ 
haps the exception of a very few). 
Some even had shares in Companies. 

Instead of endeavouring tp give 
the world the opinion that we can't 
make up pur minds, I would suggest 
Australia give \is a chance to prove 
we are sane human beings. 

Give us a ref erendum, and it 
will prove the Minis tier has been 
hood-winked into believing a lot 
of rot from people who are not gen¬ 
uine Norfolk Islanders. 

For over 100 years this has been 
going on and it could go for anoth¬ 
er 100 years. Our younger genera¬ 
tion will know and learn like us 
that Queen Victoria gave us a para¬ 
dise. We will never give up. 

ELVA 


Dear Colleague, 

As editor and co-proprietor of the 
Norfolk Island Times in 1934-35, 

I address you in this way. I was de* 
lighted to see that you are espousing 
the cause of the Norfolk Island peo¬ 
ple and are no more popular with 
the administration than we were. 

In those now far off days the Nor¬ 
folk Island Association, which in¬ 
cluded mainlanders as well as Isl¬ 
anders, held its committee meet¬ 
ings in our dwelling (a small shack) 
and naturally received our support. 
As a result of these activities a 
Royal Commission was sent to Nor¬ 
folk Island; the only positive result 
from this was a grant of £2000 for 
poor relief. 

This was the depths of the depres¬ 
sion and the poverty was intense, 
particularly for old people whom 
the doctor sometimes had to put in¬ 
to hospital for a few weeks to re¬ 
lieve malnutrition (starvation). 

There was no government relief. 
Some settlers went to work on each 
others' properties 'banan' clipping 
and put their wages to a Christmas 
Hamper Fund organised by the As¬ 
sociation. 

I had been at one time employed 
verbatim-reporting Council meet¬ 
ings, these reports to be sent to 
Canberra. 

When these 'troubles' developed 
the administrator complained that 
I was including too much and sack¬ 
ed me. 

Pinney was the administrator at 
this time and the agitation was 


triggered off by the deportation of 
Jim MacArthur Onslow using a dic¬ 
tation test in German. He protested 
to the administrator about the ex¬ 
clusion of the Council from the 
main role in Anzac Day celebra¬ 
tions. Adversity makes strange 
bedfellows! 

C,C,R,Nobbs was a leading Coun¬ 
cillor and his sons and daughters 
would remember much of these ev¬ 
ents if you are interested. 

The Norfolk Island Times was shut 
down following the introduction of 
an ordinance from Canberra requi¬ 
ring registration with a bond of 
£300 and the administrator's appro¬ 
val (both obviously unavailable). 

You are fortunate to be too young 
to have experienced depression 
conditions - people just didn't 
have any money; die settlers who 
had arrived in die twenties came 
with a capital of maybe £500 
which was all consumed in mak¬ 
ing a bananplantation and build¬ 
ing some kind of dwelling. 

When I left the Island in 1935 it 
was impossible to get employment 
as a journalist. I worked at vari¬ 
ous jobs, private coaching, private 
school teaching, clerical work* 
translation from the French, After 
the war 1 got back into journalism 
under my maiden name Latter and 
am still an A.J.A. member and do 
a little casual work. 1 shall be 80 
in May! 

Curiously enough 1 am known so¬ 
cially by the name of Howard, from 
my late husband. All three names 
will find me. 

Wishing you all the luck in the 
world and success in your endeavours. 
Yours fraternally, 
JULIET BRUCE 
(LATTER - HOWARD) 
LANE COVE. 

(Editor's note: Juliet Bruce's skill 
at shorthand allowed her "Norfolk 
Island Times" to carry transcripts 
of pungent Advisory Council debates 
and other community meetings. 

The Administrator obviously 
didn't think Norfolk should be per¬ 
mitted self-government, and didn't 
like a newspaper that "agitated" 
to help the people of the Island re¬ 
gain democracy. 

But in those days the authorities 
didn't just mutter darkly about 
"sedition" - they outlawed a free 
press. The Printers and News¬ 
papers Ordinance, posted at the 
Court House on July 18th, 1935, 
was the end of the Norfolk Island 
Times. The Ordinance continued 
in force for almost 30 years, until 
it was repealed on June 30th,-1964.) 
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In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 

oP V c^. < b'/-P 

:^K4^4^> 

Come taste nice free samples 


«N 


HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish 
Banana Mudda 
Porpay Meringue tarts 
Candied Kumera 
Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 
* Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 
Pineapple pie 
Norfork Island pudding 
It would be a shame to go back to 
the Mainland without trying the 
traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for 
hundreds of years. 

Try these interesting and delicious 
dishes and many others at 

Eh/a’s 

Valley View Restaurah 

|| New Cascade Road 
*; Telephone 2185 for reservations 


■?[ iO] 

y 


(open six nights a week) 










































































PRESENT THE WORLD-FAMOUS 


Wedgwood 

CHINA CRYSTAL JASPER WARE GLASSWARE ACCESSORIES CUFFLINKS 



ROUDS 


ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 



ALL 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND • RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



ROUDS 



SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 


ROUDS 







PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must”. 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, $ock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenifs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; 9am - 12. 30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. , 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.; 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 50 a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 0 92. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P 0 0. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.46-6pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: ‘ 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING : Trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Bums Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7. 30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (centre of Burnt 
Pine) 8. 30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12. 30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. : Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS: There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5. 30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


LOWEST PRICES ON THE ISLAND 


^\\E COLOfyy 


TAKEAWAYS 

FROM 

356 


hrnily restaur®^ 

OPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK - MID-DAY MEALS FROM $2 


Taylor's Road opposite Rawson Hall 

B. Y.O. - No Corkage Charge Paul Reidy. Proprietor 


STEAK 

DINNER 

$2.30 































NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30* 8, 00* 12. 30, 1. 00, 2. 00, 2.. 30; 3. 00, 3.30, 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 12.00, 1.05 


MONDAY 

5716 What Ho Jeeves 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Light Music from 
Netherlands 
12,05 World Affairs 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Lisa 

7,05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

8.00 Noel 

9,00 The Last Tycoon 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Eastern Windows, 
Western Skies 
10.05 Film & show music 

10.30 Norfolk Island 
hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 Ticker tape& Phone 
1.30’Methodist programme 
2.00 Radio Aust, relay 


4.30 Trukking Time 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8. 00 Family hour ' 

10.00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Noel 

10.05 Down memory lane 

10.45 Morning serial 

11.15 Book reviews 

1. 00 The Last Tycoon 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (on Council day) 

N. I. Council meeting 

4.30 Juliette 

7. 00 Pick of Week (com¬ 
edy, drama, reviews) 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Green Dolphin country 
10. 05 Insect Play 

10.45 Morning serial 
11.00 Oasis of Shalimar 


11. 30 Requests 
12.05 World affairs 

1.30 SDA Programme 
2, 00 Radio Aust. relay 

4.30 Naked Gium Show 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 

Jamboree 

7. 00 (<5n day after Council) 
Council re-broadcast 
7. 05 Evening of light class¬ 
ical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

TTrSTm Sorry I’ll Read 
That Again 
10.05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning serial 
10.00 Story of Rock 
12.05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C. Of E. Programme 
2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

4.30 Katrina 

7.00 Fine Music all around 


SATURDAY 
10.00 Mainly pop 

10.30 Aust. & local news 

10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Steptoe & Son 
12.00 Local news 

12.15 Swop Shop 

1.00 Radio Aust. relay 
(Saturday sports) 

7.06 Brothers'in-Law 
8.00 Address Unknown 

8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9.00 Country music 

9.45 Light music from 
Holland 

SUNDAY 
l£. 30 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. relay 
7.00 Sunday Radio: 

drama, music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


H Reproductions of die Eleven Basic Doc¬ 

uments of the Pitcairn Settlers* Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 

ties" have always said the Pitcairners* 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently, $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs, By air to Aust.,$l to box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 



Hotel 


Cocktail 
Bar and 





me 

-• YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
k O C *FlNE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 
« 




/ELY DINING ROOM 
EXTENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 

.. w 


% 


D/twee 


‘*SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 










































CAMERALINES 


Compact size. 


MINOLTA 
POCKET AUTOPAK 270 



Pocket-size, lightweight cameras with 
fool-proof exposure control using No. 110 
film cartridge. (Model 250 has automatic 
electronic exposure control; Model 270 
features programmed automatic 
electronic exposure control). 



MINOLTA 
POCKET AUTOPAK 450E 


World's most compact pocket 
cameras using No. 110 film cartridge 
with built-in strobe 

One touch built-in strobe pops-out for 
fine flash pictures 



110 Zoom 
SLR. 


Big zoom. 


The world's f irst SLR using No.110 film 
cartridge witn automatic exposure 
control 

Compact and lightweight pocket type 
camera with SLR versatility 


you can 
depend on it 


itls from 
CameruBnes. 

















AGFA-GEVAERT 



Norfolk Island 

TYPICAL WEEKLY 


SUN 


MON TUE WED 


■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4,30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
•Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (R$L8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant’s Din (G) 


■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 


NOTABLE EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND PEOPLE 


April 

April 22nd* 1856: The date of the historic meeting in the 
school-house at Pitcairn Island. Lt. Gregorie, the British 
Government's agent on the "Morayshire", had come to 
see if the people would agree to move to Norfolk Island. 
He read out documents offering them all the land on Nor¬ 
folk* with 700 acres being reserved for public purposes. 
April 25th* 1856; The Pitcairners had discussed the Gov- 

May 

May 1st* 1856: The Pitcairners held their final church 
service on Pitcairn. 

May 3fd* 1856: The Pitcairners boarded the "Morayshire" 
with all their worldly goods* thus carrying out their part 
of the bargain with the Government. 

May 8th, 1978: Hon. R*J. Ellicott delivered his "Chart- 
er of May 8th" speech at Kingston. Most people on the 
Island understood it to mean that the Government had 
decided to restore self-government on Norfolk Island. 

May 16th* 1856: Governor William Denison of N,S. W. 

June 

June 6th* 1825; After having been abandoned, Norfolk 
was re-occupied* and the notorious "second settlement" 
prison colony was established. Most of the historic Kings¬ 
ton buildings and most of the Island's roads were built 


ernment’s offer among themselves and voted to accept. 
They began packing up all of their possessions for the 
voyage. 

April 28th* 1789: Fletcher Christian and other crew mem 
bers of the "Bounty" mutinied against Captain Bligh, and 
set him and those loyal to him adrift in the ocean in an 
open boat, with a small supply of provisions and naviga¬ 
tion equipment. 


wrote to Lt. Gregorie (who was half-way from Pitcairn 
to Norfolk with the Pitcairners at the time) that he had 
changed his mind about the Pitcairners being given all 
the land on Norfolk. 

May20th, 1798; Norfolk's first ship* the sloop "Norfolk”, 
was launched about this date. New South Wales soon con¬ 
fiscated it. 

May 21st, 1936: Norfolk's "great flood". There were 15" 
of rain in two days. Plantations were wiped out. The 
piano at a Kingston hotel was swept out onto the golf 
course. 


in this period. 

June 8 th* 1856: The Pitcairners arrived at Norfolk, and 
began disembarking* amid rain showers, in their new 
homeland. They had never before seen multi-storey 
buildings* or horses. 
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a great name in photography 


















CALENDAR 


EVENTS & TIMES 


THUR 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


FRI 


■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


WIND ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of die time die wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
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A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
£B -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison RestVt 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KQ -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View RestVt 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALI 









CAMERALINES 


Camera of thelfear 



OLYMPUS have scored a 
resounding hat-trick by again 
winning Practical 
Photography's Camera of the 
Year. 

The first two times they 
trounced a powerful opposition 
with the amazing Olympus 
OM-1 — now they have won 
again with the more 
sophisticated sister model, the 
autometic OM-2. 

And the OM-2, which was 
Just one in a field of 28 eligible 
cameras, received over 20 per 
cent of all the votes cast — an 
even higher percentage than 
the OM-1 secured in previous 
years (13 per cent In 197S and 
15 per cent in 1976). 

This proves that PP readers, 
who can be described as 
representing the average keen 
British amateur, are more than 
ever convinced of the 
superiority of Olympus 
technology, based as it is on 
the "smaller, lighter, quieter" 
philosophy. 

Just how much the 
popularity of the Olympus, as 
measured by PP Camera of the 
Year polls, has affected the 
market generally, has been 
demonstrated by a pronounced 
shift toward more compact 
35mm SLR cameras. Such 
well-established manufacturers 
as Canon and Asahi Pentax, for 
example, have now bowed to 
the inevitable winds of change 
and are themselves bringing 
out lighter, smaller and more 
streamlined units. In some 
cases they are even beginning 
to leave the one that started it 
all—the OM-1 — noticeably 
biggerl 


As one voter, Brian 
Cocksedge of Lincoln, so aptly 
described the OM-2 "'Olympus 
have inserted a large brain in 
the Sbieil body of the OM-1 
Well, of course, it is the 
particular aperture-preferred 
automatic metering system of 
the OM-2 that makes it stand 
head and shoulders above the 
competition, if nothing else. For 
a start, it is about 32 times as 
sensitive as the average TTL 
CdS meter. It takes a reading 
from the light reaching the focal 
plane during, and not before the 
exposure. It does this by a 
silicon photocell reading of a 
computer-analysed pattern of 
tiny black and white squares in 
front of the shutter blind. In 
normal light situations, the 
reading is centre-weighted, but 
when the light gets poor, it 
averages out. On long 
exposures it will simply close 
the shutter when it thinks 
enough light has reached the 
film, even if the light changes in 
strength during the exposure. It 


is truly a camera that sets you 
free to create the picture. 

And it shares the full 
specification of the OM-1 — 
bayonet mount; speeds from 1 
second to 1/1000 sec; film 
speed setting from ASA 
12-1600; an extra big, bright 
viewfinder that gives you 97 per 
cent of the actual picture field; a 
self timer; a depth of field 
preview button; and a total 
weight of just 690 grammes 
with anf/1.8 lens. 

Behind the camera is the 
comprehensive and lightweight 
Olympus system with a full 
range of lenses, including such 
niceties as a motordrive 
capable of giving you five 
frames a second, and recordata 
backs. 

There is just one thing the 
OM-2 hasn't got, which the 
OM-1 has — and that's a 
mirror-lock capability. If you ask 
Olympus why, they will tell you 
that the shutter is so smooth on 
the OM-2, they decided it wasn't 
necessary! 


you can 
depend on it 


' ifs from 

CameraHqes. 

. ----- 


















SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,,, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of die Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
. doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of die opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1: THE PEOPLE 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders** * direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island’s freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can’t 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work-. 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on die 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in the Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit* does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some aupplement to their 
personal and family resource*. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for die upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data Maded by die 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring die his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in die Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - die vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on die Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of die 
golf cours^; in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill: ruin are in WatermillVal¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in die Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners* three-storey gaol 





building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for die other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes, it was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners* com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Norfolk Island is one of the few re¬ 
maining colonies in the English- 
speaking world. This status has be¬ 
come an embarrassment to Australia. 
The Island's form of administration 
was officially proclaimed as "out¬ 
moded and inappropriate" by Aust¬ 
ralia in 1975, and is contrary to 
United Nations covenants endorsed 
by Australia, as well as being a 
strange anachronism in an age when 
free people are expected to have 
democratic government. 

Norfolk has its own distinct laws 
and regulations, but these are made 
by Australia, and Australian law does 
not allow the people of the Island to 
vote for those who make the laws. 

The government is not answerable 
to the people. 

There is an elected Norfolk Island 
Council. Its Chairman is the Aust¬ 
ralian-appointed Administrator. Le¬ 
gally the Council has no power ex¬ 
cept to offer advice to the Admini¬ 
strator, which he can listen to or ig¬ 
nore. As the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of the Island, 
however, the Councillors have done 
their best to get democratic govern¬ 
ment restored to Norfolk. In 1977 
they made an appeal to the United 
Nations to prevent Australia from 
annexing the Island without consent, 
and early in 1978 they voted to sup¬ 
port 4 ? resistance movement by people 
of the Island to fight off forced an¬ 
nexation. The conflict was suddenly 
cooled off in May, 1978, by an Aust¬ 
ralian government announcement that 
some self-government would be re¬ 
stored to the Island, and that it 
would not be annexed into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. 

Oddly, the people of Norfolk did 
have democratic self-government 
from the time of the Pitcairn settle¬ 
ment in 1856 until 1896, when it 
was terminated by an autocratic Gov¬ 
ernor of New South Wales, acting be¬ 
yond his authority. The Island never¬ 
theless remained a "separate and dis¬ 


tinct settlement" in the British Em¬ 
pire. It has never been ceded to 
Australia, but since 1914 it has been 
technically "a territory under the ad¬ 
ministration of Australia." 

In 1976 the Island was angered 
when Australia refused to allow a 
Norfolk Islander, who was heading 
the local government as Deputy Ad¬ 
ministrator, to be confirmed as Ad¬ 
ministrator. He resigned from his 
post, and some time later was ap¬ 
pointed Administrator of one of Aust¬ 
ralia's two other colonies, the Cocos 
Islands. 

The Island's current Administrator, 
who is hopefully the last in the 82-year 
sequence of colonial appointees, is 
Mr. D.V. O'Leary, he formerly had 
been the third-ranking officer in Aust¬ 
ralia's "secret service", A.S.I.O. 

He has not indicated that he sees 
anything outmoded or inappropriate 
about the range of undemocratic pow¬ 
ers an Administrator has over the 
Island and its people, and has sought 
to extend them rather than using them 
with restraint. He is a man of good 
grooming and authoritarian manner. 

He occasionally has cowed the elect¬ 
ed Council by sheer force of personal¬ 
ity, and has been known to confiscate 
film from the camera of a tourist 
snapping pictures of the exterior of 
his official home,. Government House. 

Around the Island he may be seen 
driving (or being driven, when a cere¬ 
monial occasion permits) in a white 
Ford sedan provided by the Common¬ 
wealth. It can be recognised by its 
registration plate, A-l, and by the 
miniature gold flagstaff which Mr. 
O'Leary arranged to have sent from 
Australia and affixed to its bonnet.. 

5: THE FUTURE 

In view of the Whitlam govern¬ 
ment's decision that Norfolk's form 
of administration was "outmoded 
and inappropriate" the Common¬ 
wealth arranged for a Royal Com¬ 
mission to be set up in 1975. Its 
purpose was to advise on Norfolk's 
constitutional relationship to Aust¬ 
ralia, and what the Island's future 
form of government might be. 

Most Norfolk witnesses said they 
thought the Island was faring rea¬ 
sonably well, and wanted only 
democratic government. The Nim- 
mo Report - the Report of the Roy¬ 
al Commission - was disdainful of 
the Island and said it should be 
tacked onto the Canberra elector¬ 
ate and made part of the Austral¬ 
ian governmental system. No 
referendum should be allowed on 
this, said the Report - the people 
of Norfolk were too confused to 


appreciate the issues involved. 

The Island reacted with aston¬ 
ishment and ang$r. The Norfolk 
Council presented a detailed and 
closely-reasoned reply to Judge 
Nimmo's 74 recommendations. 

The Commonwealth ignored the 
Island’s views, and ridiculed 
"solemn declarations” signed by : 
about two-thirds of the electors 
saying that they wanted Norfolk 
to have its own laws, benefits and 
taxes rather than being integrated 
into the Commonwealth. 

Council's appeal to the U,N # made 
it clear that Norfolk simply would not 
wear theNimmo recommendations. 

In Dec., 1977, a new Minister - 
R.J. Ellicott, Minister for Home 
Affairs - took responsibility for 
the Island. So far at Norfolk 
was concerned he was welcomed 
as a saviour, because in 1975, as 
a private Queen’s Counsel, he 
had collaborated in a carefully- 
researched legal opinion which 
said that Norfolk was separate and 
distinct from Australia, and that 
Australia had an obligation to ad¬ 
minister Norfolk solely for the bene¬ 
fit of the territory and its inhabi- . 
tants. 

As Minister in charge, Kir. Elli¬ 
cott suddenly announced a radical¬ 
ly different view. 'This is Austral¬ 
ia, " he told people on Norfolk. 

" You are Australians." 

The Norfolk Island Bill 1978 - 
the Commonwealth's alternative 
to the Nimmo Report - was tabled 
in the Australian Parliament in No¬ 
vember, 1978. The Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil had had several meetings with 
Mr. Ellicott about its form, but 
once the Bill was made public the 
people of Norfolk saw that it would 
let them govern little more than 
"roads, drains and noxious weeds", 
and objected to it. 

On February 7 th, 1979, the Council 
voted 8-0 that the Bill was not accept¬ 
able because it did not grant a large 
enough measure of self-government, 
and invited more talks with Mr. Ellicott. 

What the g:eat majority of resi¬ 
dents appear to want is for Norfolk 
to have the acknowledged right of 
internal self-government in associa¬ 
tion with Australia, with Australia 
retaining full rights on most matters 
of an international nature. This 
would be comparable to the relation¬ 
ship between New Zealand and two 
of its former colonies, the Cook 
Islands and Niue, except that New 
Zealand accepts the necessity for 
providing millions of dollars in year¬ 
ly support for them, and Norfolk 
wants to continue supporting itself. 




BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN ’’Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

m 

Norfolk Souvenirs: "If people can find 
our shop - it's hidden behind others - 
they # ll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed, afternoon" 

■ 

Prentice's; "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine barker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230." 


Prouds; “The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under ^ mainland price." 

■ 

Martin’s Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers ahd hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine” 

■ 

Cameralines; “The Rollei automatic 
SLR, model 35ME, complete with 
a 35mm wide-angle lens, 135mm 
telephoto lens, a gadget bag and 
electronic flash - a superb com¬ 
plete outfit for only $459." 


The Trading Post: "We’re the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


ABC+ABC+ABC+AB C + A BC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 


"A. B.C. HOBBY CENTREi 
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Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND’S "SPECIAL SITUATION” AND THE “SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITH THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND," 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 500. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 








PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at tha 

TRADING 

POST 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at.the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstone- 



TKAMNC MJ$T 


Open Every Day 7.30 am-7pm "Friday till 9 pm OPEN 9c 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods. . .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ’heat-n-serve' iten, 

... soft drinks. . .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries. . 
cigarettes. ..wrapping paper. ..personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars... bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabin- *> 
items. ..novelties. ..mainland newspapers:. . .tinopeners... candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and c;i 
diments*. • picnic supplies. . .games. . .artists' requisites. . .gourmet foods. .. sliced luncheon meats. . .fresh fruits and veg.es 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & Uu 





AIRPORT AND AIRCRAFT: 
BIG DECISION ANY DAY 


A DECISION on Norfolk’s future 
air services is expected to be an¬ 
nounced shortly by the Australian 
Government. 

It will disclose - 

• How much the Norfolk airport 
will be upgraded, and on what sort 
of timetable. 

•What kind of aircraft will car¬ 
ry passengers between Sydney and 
the Island. 

•Whether East-West Airlines is 
likely to continue with the run in¬ 
definitely, or whether Australia's 
major domestic airlines, Ansett 
and T. A. A., will be permitted to 
move in. 

The Department of Transport 
has been weighing the situation for 
over two years. It authorised East- 
West to take over from Qantas's 
old DC-4s early in 1977, flying 
Focker F27-500s. 

East-West were to have nomina¬ 
ted a replacement aircraft last 
year, and were not to have flown 
the F27$ here after March 1979. 

But a tangle of Departmental 
considerations has prevented East- 
West from being allowed to order 
either of the two aircraft types it 
thinks would suit the run best, the 
Focker F28 jet or the BA146 jet. 

About last September the De¬ 
partment once again asked Ansett 
and TAA if they were interested 
in bidding for the service. Ansett 
is understood to have put in a pro¬ 
posal. TAA is understood to be 
less.4flj£ts$jteji^-..but might weigh 
in to prevent Ansett's getting an 
particularly if 

S5eing~7£7s*£an branded here. 

If the^irport upgrading decision 
is simply to strengthen and finish 
off the existing airport runways, it 
will mean that East-West can be 
expected to remain in the service, 
introducing one of the two types of 
medium-size jets about 1982, when 
the upgrading work would be com¬ 
pleted. 

But if the decision is to extend 
the main runway by 2, 000 or 2, 500 
feet, it will indicate that Ansett or 
TAA 727-200s are envisioned for 
the route. 

The 727*300 carries around 140 
passengers - twice as many as the 
jets East-West has in mind. 

The supporting facilities at the 
airport would have to be extensive¬ 
ly enlarged to handle the Boeings. 


A completely new terminal would 
probably be built to handle the much 
larger groups of passengers and visi¬ 
tors. The airport parking area would 
have to be enlarged by at leaat 50^c. 

The runway extensions would prob¬ 
ably take longer than 1982 for com¬ 
pletion. Building them would re¬ 
quire far more crushed metal, leav- 
ing a bigger hole in the Cascade 
quarry or in some new quarry area. 
Heavy trucks hauling the metal 
would break up public roads more 
badly. 

PROBLEMS 

A wide range of side-effects 
would also be felt throughout the 
Island if 140-passenger jets are in¬ 
troduced. Aircraft arrivals would be 
only half as frequent as at present, 
on the average. Accommodation 
houses would have to compress two 
days of guest changeovers into one, 
with a greater demand for house 
staff on airplane days, and less de¬ 
mand for them on no*flight days. 

The Island’s small-scale bus and 
taxi systems would be unable to cope, 
and would have to be expanded - 
leaving excess capacity on the off 
days. 

Once the Government's decision 
is announced in principle, two big 
steps would have to be accomplish¬ 
ed before construction work started. 

One is the engineering and de¬ 
sign of the work. This would be far 
more complex if the. airport is to 
handle Boeings. The height of the 
runways might have to be altered 
slightly, creating a problem at the 
crossover. The airport might have 
to be closed for a brief period while 
the crossover was brought to the 
new level. 

A more important step from the 
point of view of Norfolk residents 
could be the necessary Environment¬ 
al Impact Study. It would be re¬ 
quired to hear any public objec¬ 
tions and weigh them - and if a 
major runway extension is what 
Australia wants, residents can be ex¬ 
pected to lodge some written objec¬ 
tions. 

Whatever Australia decides to do, 
it seems highly likely that the pres¬ 
ent F27$, rather than being replaced 
on the original schedule, will be Nor¬ 
folk's Sydney aircraft for another 
three years yet. 
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FOR DECADES AUSTRALIA HAS SUCCESSFULLY BLOCKED NORFOLK ISLANDERS FROM TAKING PART IN SOUTH 
PACIFIC ISLANDS ACTIVITIES — BUT IN SPITE OF AUSTRALIAN POLICY, THE PEOPLE OF NORFOLK AT LAST ARE 


INVITED TO JOIN THE OTHER PACIFIC IS.! 


NORFOLK ISLAND has been regis¬ 
tered as an approved participant in 
the South Pacific Games in Suva, 
Fiji# August 27th - September 8th 
this year. 

The registration is a break-through 
for the Island and a major setback 
for Australian Government policies 
designed to prevent Norfolk from 
contacts with the other islands of 
the South Pacific. 

Last year a group from the Norfolk 
bowling and golf clubs wrote to Ad¬ 
ministrator D,V, O'Leary saying 
they wanted to take part in the Gam 
es and asking for the Administra¬ 
tor's co-operation and support. 

They were turned down flat. 

Since then they have gone direct¬ 
ly to the South Pacific Commission 
and the South Pacific Sporting Com¬ 
mission, and have been assured that 
Norfolk sportsmen are eligible and 
welcome. 

An official letter of confirmation 
of the Island's status has been rec¬ 
eived from Mr.. Brian Whiteman, 
secretary of the Games, in Fiji, 

island sporting organisations have 
been alerted to move quickly if 
they want to send competitors to 
Suva, 

Among the sports in which Norfolk 
residents may compete are golf, 
bowling basketball, netball and 
athletics. 

There is keen interest in sending 
some young people Along to take 
part in junior events. 

The Games this year will probably 
be die most successful and best-at¬ 
tended ever, with over 2, 000 com¬ 
petitors from all over the South 
Pacific islands. 

Competitors are assured of accom¬ 
modation in Fiji, bat well-wishers 
who may go along to support them 
could have trouble finding a bed. 

Until news of Norfolk's official 
registration was received, it look¬ 
ed as if Norfolk and Pitcairn Island 
would be the only two members of 
the South Pacific community that 
would not be taking part in the 
Games. 

Pitcairn's absence from the list - 
circulated several months ago by 
the GAmes organisers - is readily 
explained by the shortage of young 
people and the great difficulty and 
Irregularity of transport from Pit¬ 
cairn. 


But Norfolk's absence, like its 
absence at South Pacific Confer - 
erence meetings over the years, was 
pure Australian colonial politics - 
designed to block Norfolk people 
from getting to know people from 
the rest of the Pacific, who might 
have contagious notions about hum¬ 
an rights, democratic government 
and self-determination. 

If Norfolk sportsmen can get them¬ 
selves organised quickly enough, 
they will be able to rub shoulders 
with some extremely interesting 
fellow-islanders at Suva. The list; 

★American Samoa - which last 


Yay, Norfolk! 
Let’s Go! 
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SUVA - AUG.27 - SEPT. 8. 1979 


2,000 COMPETITORS FROM 
SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS 


year for the first time began elect¬ 
ing its own Governor, 

★cook Islands - which have won 
the right of self-government in free 
association with New Zealand. 

★Fiji - which won independence 
from Britain. 

★French Polynesia - still rigidly 
controlled as a colony, like Norfolk, 
and struggling to gain self-govern¬ 
ment. 

★Gilbert islands - will become 
an independent state - renamed in 
their own language "Kiribati”, pro¬ 
nounced "Kiribasi" - in July. 

★Guam - a self-governing U.S. 
territory. 

★Nauru - won independence from 
Australia in 1968, after a long, hard 
struggle involving the United Nat¬ 
ions. 

★New Caledonia - another French 
colony, with strong feelings of in¬ 
dependence among the real island¬ 
ers, 

★New Hebrides - split by joint 
French and British rule, and a hot¬ 
bed of politics. 


★Niue - seif-governing in free 
association with New Zealand. 

★Papua New Guinea - won inde¬ 
pendence from Australia in 1975. 

★"Solomon Islands - won indepen¬ 
dence from Britain just last year. 

★Tokelau Islands - a small colo ¬ 
ny of New Zealand, but assured of 
the right of self-determination and 
self-government if the people want 
it. 

★Tonga - has been an independ¬ 
ent kingdom longer than Britain, 

★Trust Territory of the Pacific - 
various island groups now negoti¬ 
ating with the U,S. about the terms 
of self-government in association 
with the U,S, 

★Tuvalu - now independent. 

★Wallis and Futuna - another 
French colony, but willing to re¬ 
main so, according to a referen¬ 
dum several years ago. 

★Western Samoa - became inde¬ 
pendent in 1962, following a pleb¬ 
iscite of the people carried out by 
the United Nations. 

The Games are not in any sense 
political, and Olympic authorities 
in recent years have decried the 
use of the Olympic Games as a 
stage for political activism. There 
is wide agreement that politics 
ought to be kept out of sport. 

But Norfolk competitors at the 
South Pacific Games would certain¬ 
ly have the chance to meet some 
interesting people and to make 
some good friends for Norfolk. 

BO FESTIVAL 

THE PEOPLE of Norfolk have been 
invited to take part in one of the 
great island events in this part of the 
world - the South Pacific Festival of 
Arts. 

The third such festival will be 
held in Papua New Guinea from 
June 2 9th to July 12th next year. 

Norfolk people who are interested 
in taking an active part, and are 
accepted as participants, will have 
all of their accommodation, food 
and transport in Papua New Guinea 
paid for, but will need ta arrange 
their own transportation to and from 
Port Moresby. 

The Festival will bring together 
people from almost all the island 
groups in the Pacific. If a Norfolk 
group takes part, those who attend 
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will have a rare opportunity to be¬ 
gin re-establishing links with other 
islands, which have long been block¬ 
ed by the Australian Government. 

Because Government policies have 
prevented Norfolk from taking part 
in the annual South Pacific Confer¬ 
ence, or in the South Pacific Games, 
The News last month put the ques¬ 
tion of Norfolk participation in the 
Festival to its chairman, Mr, Mali 
Voi, Director of the National Cul¬ 
tural Council of Papua New Guinea. 

Mentioning past experiences with 
Government policies concerning the 
Conference and the Games, The 
News's letter said "It may be that 
Australia will work in some similar 
way to discourage Norfolk people 
from becoming involved in the Festi¬ 
val. 

"A first question is - are they wel¬ 
come ?" 

Mr. Voi has discussed the position 
with a number of people, and has re¬ 
plied, “Let me reassure you that the 
people of Norfolk Island are most 
welcome to participate in the third 
South Pacific Arts Festival, 

'With such an interesting back¬ 
ground as descendants of the Mutiny 
on the Bounty, the cultural exchange 
should indeed be stimulating, " 

Mr. Voi said that an official invi¬ 
tation for Norfolk to take part has 
been sent to Administrator D. V. O’¬ 
Leary. 

The aims of the Festival are - 

•To encourage the preservation 
and revival of die traditional cultures 
of the Pacific. 

•To encourage new forms of cul¬ 
tural activity suited to the needs of 
the people of the Pacific. 

•To encourage a greater awareness 
of the cultural richness of the Pacific 
throughout the world, 

•To foster a greater sense of unity 
throughout the Pacific. 

The Festival is planned to include 
dance groups from most countries, a 
wide range of music and at least six 
drama groups. The cultural aspects 


of the two-week programme will in¬ 
clude exhibitions and demonstrations 
of Pacific flower-growing, cooking, 
games, canoe-building and tapa 
cloth making. 

There will also be a mini film 
festival of motion pictures concern* 
ing the islands of the Pacific. 

Participants will have to pay their 
own fares to Port Moresby, but 
Papua New Guinea will provide ac¬ 
commodation, food and transport 
within the country. Accommoda¬ 
tion for participants will be pro¬ 
vided at PNG’s university, adminis¬ 
trative college and teachers’ col¬ 
lege. If necessary, the organisers 
hope to have one or more ships an¬ 
chored in Port Moresby Harbour, 
serving as floating hotels. 

New Caledonia, Tuvalu, the 
New Hebrides, Cook Islands, West¬ 
ern Samoa and French Polynesia 
have all indicated an interest in 
issuing commemorative stamps in 
honour of the Festival, and other 
stamp-issuing authorities have been 
invited to do so. Papua New Guinea 
will issue a series of five stamps, 
and is considering a commemorative 
50 toea coin. 

Norfolk has been invited to plan 
a commemorative stamp or stamp 
series as well. 



Trim excess fat from pork chops, 
season with salt and pepper. Rub 
the CROCK-POT well with some 
of the trimmed pork fat to grease 
well. Place chops in CROCK-POT, 
cover and cook on LOW 6-8 hours. 

One hour before serving ihe 
chops, (urn the control to HIGH and 
add any one of the following: 

Vz cup canned mushrooms in 
. butter 

1 cup canned mushroom soup 
Vz cup canned sweet and sour 
sauce 

1 cup canned tomatoes 
seasoned with a pinch fresh or 
dried herbs 

COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT- 

PETE’S 

PLACE 

IN TAYLORS ROAD 


By R. Nixon Dalkin 

Fascinating, detailed account of! 
the historic Kingston graves, 
including a fold-out plan of the 
cemetery. An essential guide for 
visitors. 

Tremendous value at $3.50 from 
Jensen's Newsagency, the Trading 
Fast, Bums Philp, the Tourist Bureau 
or Leesido. Also ask for Marvel Hoars'* 
Ramblers Guide to Norfolk Island. 


‘HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 









mm 



SCREENING LAT EST - RELEA SE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT’S ON TONIGHT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 

BIG HITS "ISLAND IN THE STREAM" - a drama.... “SILENT FLUTE” - Karad action.... 
wiw ■*+ "MAGIC" - a mystery.... "THE LAST WAVE" - Australian aborigine® occult 
SCHEDULED <irama-... “ICE CASTLE"- drama.... YJRAY LADY DOWN:submarine drama 

Large range of feature FILMS F6$ HIRE - - New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stociT 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS } April-June 1979 


27 




































ioo\t mm 

NORFOLK ISLAND 1846 
"The Botany Bay 6f Botany Bay" 

The reports of Naylor and Stuart 


THESE ARE INTERESTING, if some¬ 
what expensive, days for people 
seriously Interested in Norfolk Isl¬ 
and's history. 

Late last year H The Exile's 
Lamentations", a manuscript writ¬ 
ten by a Norfolk prisoner in about 
1840, was published for the first 
time. It will almost certainly re¬ 
main die most outstanding descrip¬ 
tion of the disgraceful prison col- 
only here as seen through a con¬ 
vict's eyes. 

Two other extensive descriptions 
of that foul period - euphemistically 
called Norfolk's "Second Settle¬ 
ment" - have now been brought out 
of archives and published in a vol¬ 
ume titled "Norfolk Island 1846". 

The book has 84 foolscap-size 
pages. The quality of its paper 
and production is Mgk for these 
day*. Only 500 numbered copies 
have been printed for sale, at $35. 
The publishers, Sullivan's Cove at 
Box 1932, Adelaide, have also had 
ten copies bound in leather, with 
the pege-edges being slit in the old 
style rather Sian being machine- 
cut, at $185 a copy. The Trading 
Post ha? the $35 version oq sale. 

The two Norfolk prison descrip¬ 
tions In the book are by the Rev. 

T.B. Naylor, who was the chap¬ 
lain on Norfolk from 1841-1845, . 
and by R.P, Stuart* who wrote an 
official report for die Van Diemen's 
Land government after a two-weeks 
visit in 1846 . 

Naylor's and Stuart's accounts 
were published in a Parliamentary 
paper in England in 1647, titled 
"Correspondence on Convict Dis¬ 
cipline and Transportation", and 
have been one of the main sources 
of information for Norfolk historians 
ever since. In republishing diem 
the Sullivan's Cove edition adds 45 
explanatory footnotes that shed fur¬ 
ther light on the people and events 
described. There is a helpful in - 
troduction, and an appendix list¬ 
ing 42 years of punishments inflict¬ 
ed on a single prisoner, Denis Doher¬ 
ty. Restored to the Stuart report are 
sorne passages that were expurgated 
in the original Parliamentary paper, 
commenting on homosexuality in the 
prison. They are neither substantial 
nor lurid. 


.Stuart's report is 35 pages long, 
and considerably the more descript¬ 
ive. It is critical of the state of af¬ 
fairs on Norfolk - not so much be¬ 
cause the place was a degrading hell¬ 
hole, but because the Commandant, 
Major Joseph Childs, had let disci¬ 
pline go . 

The report describes Major Childs 
as "a most amiable benevolent 
gentleman", which might possibly 
qualify for the Guinness Book of 
Records in a new category of "Ni¬ 
cest thing ever said of a member 
of the establishment by another 
member”. 

What Norfolk needed, Stuart 
recommended, was new walls inside 
the mess compound, to enforce 
obedience; the replacement of the 
broken-down windmill with a tread- 
wheel, "offering, as that descrip¬ 
tion of incessant compulsory labour 
does when combined with separate 
treatment, a means of effectually 
coercing and subduing the harden¬ 
ed and turbulent"; the dismissal of 
officers who had been trading with 
convicts; and similar reforms such 
as building a more-readily-super¬ 
vised blacksmith shop. 

Stuart proposed that Major 
Childs be recalled in favour of 
someone more experienced; and 
this was promptly done. When his 
report was considered by the Execu¬ 
tive Council in Van Dieman's Land 
on July 1st, 1846, die Lt. -Governor 
said it appeared to him that Norfolk 
was "on the very verge of open mu- 
tiny", and as he was saying it mu¬ 
tiny was in fact breaking out on the 
Island. 

In his report Stuart carefully cata¬ 
logues the routines, the behaviour 
of prisoners and the physical facil¬ 
ities at Kingston, Longridge and 
Cascade. He describes the food, 
the crops,, the wells, the ventilla- 
tion, the hospital, sanitary arrange¬ 
ments, the barracks, boot-making, 
lighting, prayers, the bakehouse. 

It is an orderly, informative report 
by a police magistrate concerned 
to make a system work, and ap¬ 
parently untroubled by whether the 
system was right or wrong. 

The Rev. Thomas Naylor's des¬ 
cription of Norfolk is only half as 
long as Stuart's, and the’book's in¬ 
troduction characterises it as "less 
comprehensive and less objective" - 
but in historical fact it was over¬ 
whelmingly more powerful and ef¬ 
fective. It led to the shutting down 
of the prison. 

When Stuart dealt with procedures, 
Naylor dealt with principles. He 
felt "there are evils which demand 


instant and effectual remedy. " 

He wrote his paper as a letter ad¬ 
dressed to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. He sent it to England 
with his wife, asking her to get it 
published as a pamphlet. 

His main points appear as sub¬ 
headings, Norfolk is unfit for a pe¬ 
nal station, he says. There is no dis¬ 
cipline. There are too many men 
herded in one place. All grades of 
convicts mingle indiscriminately. 
Reformation and restoration to so¬ 
ciety are altogether overlooked. 

The diet is inadequate. The expense 
is enormous. There is no court of ap¬ 
peal. 

He describes the Island with re¬ 
strained emotion. He concludes, 

"At all events, my Lord, you must 
do something. Norfolk Island cannot 
remain the plague-spot it is much 
longer.,." 

Mr. Naylor showed hex husband's 
paper to Alexander MacoQpchie, who 
had returned to England after his term 
as Norfolk's superintendent. He per¬ 
suaded her to let him send it on to 
an associate of Earl Grey, the Colon - 
ial Secretary. 

Eight days later Lord Grey wrote to 
Sir William Denison, who was about 
to sail to take up his post as the new 
Lt. -Governor of Van Diemen's Land. 
He enclosed Naylor's paper. He in¬ 
structed Denison "with the least pos¬ 
sible delay, to take measures at 
once to break up the establishment 
at Norfolk Island, and withdraw the 
whole population of that settlement 
to Tasman's Peninsula..." 

It took Denison almost a decade 
to do it, but the fate of England's 
most despicable prison colony was 
sealed from that moment. 

All because a clergyman had the 
courage and the principles to write 
an impassioned letter. 

How foolishly we let ourselves be 
led into remembering and honour¬ 
ing the wrong men in history. The 
steely Major Anderson is remember¬ 
ed on Norfolk because he had his 
name inscribed at the top. of large 
Kingston buildings - but the humane, 
admirable Alexander Maconochie is 
forgotten. A deceptive and cruel 
Governor of Norfolk is honoured in 
the name of Rawson Hall - while 
Island heroes like Byron Adams and 
Cornish Quintal have only tombstones. 

The Rev. Thomas Beagley Naylor's 
name should be honoured on Norfolk, 
and people who.care deeply about 
the Island's history will want to have 
this new pushing of his eloquent 
letter, wmch broke the hellish grip 
cruelty b&d here, and set die stage 
for the Pitcairn people to be offered 
a nqw homeland. 
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Like to stay in a 
Saaoan tartly how? 

A NEW TOURISM approach, being 
jried out in American Samoa, 
could offer some pointers for Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

American Samoa’s Director of 
Tourism, Mr. Maaka Nua, says 
that many tourists arriving at Pago 
Pago wish they could spend a few 
days living with a Samoan family. 

Pago Pago has one of the most 
outstanding hotels in the South 
Pacific - the Rainmaker, now own¬ 
ed and operated by the American 
Samoa government. But a hotel 
s a hotel, full of other visitors 
and set apart from the normal, 
aily life of the community. 

Many tourists come to the terri¬ 
er y but do not wish to stay in a 
*rge hotel, " says Mr. Nua. "They 
w to learn about the people and 
diJy lives of Samoans, and because 
this, would prefer to rent a room 
k ;om a Samoan family." 

In February he issued a call for 
any family willing to provide such 
a "room for rent" for short-term visi¬ 
tors to get in touch with the Office 
◦f Tourism and put their name on 
the list. 

The programme appears to be an 
experimental one at this stage. No 
procedures for inspection, issuance 
of licenses, or supervision of stand¬ 
ards were mentioned in the announce¬ 
ment. In good Samoan style the 
idea may be simply to "try it out 
and see", and leave controls to be 
worked out later on if they actually 
prove xo be needed. 

There would no doubt be some 
difficulties in the way of Norfolk’s 
Tourist Bureau setting up some simi¬ 
lar system here. But if they could 
be overcome there could be advan¬ 
tages in it for residents and visitors 
too. 

Quite apart from the obvious 
gains - some income for local fam¬ 
ilies, and a "real Norfolk" exper¬ 
ience for tourists who like the idea - 


such a scheme could help existing 
accommodation proprietors. If 
private accommodation were avail¬ 
able during overflow tourist periods 
of die year, it would reduce the 
need for new, year-round hotels 
to be built in the future. 

The number of beds offered by 
the full-time accommodation in¬ 
dustry could be scaled to cater for 
the year-around minimum tourist 
population. Existing hotels and 
guest houses might be able to en¬ 
joy a consistently high occupancy 
rate, with private family rooms 
coming into use mainly in peak 
seasons. 


Nauru "In the black" 
too - In a big way 

THE ECONOMY OF NAURU is boom¬ 
ing along - though the island’s mas¬ 
sive phosphate deposits, which have 
made it one of the richest little 
countries in the world, are expect¬ 
ed to last only another 20 years. 

Nauru is only about half the size 
of Norfolk. Its population includes 
4200 Nauruans and about 3000 work¬ 
ers from other parts of the South 
Pacific, 

But its phosphate exports are 
worth some $70 million a year. 

The British Phosphate Commission - 
largely controlled by Australia and 
New Zealand - exploited the de¬ 
posits from 1907 until recent years, 
when die Nauruans finally prevail¬ 
ed on Australia to quit administer¬ 
ing the island as an Australian terri¬ 
tory and let it govern its own affairs. 

Nauru takes die profits now, and 
has been investing diem in other 
countries to provide long-term se¬ 
curity for Nauruans when the Island 
has eventual ly been mined out. 

The island’s most spectacular in¬ 
vestment has been the construction 
of Nauru House, a 53-storey office 
block in downtown Melbourne. It 
is said to be big enough to house 
everybody in Nauru - though that 


isn’t part of the plan. 

Nauru has also built a $7 million 
complex in Saipan, owns its own 
airline with Boeing jets, and has 
recently bought the Apian Way Ho¬ 
tel in Apia, Western Samoa, for* 
$280, 000. The hotel will be reno¬ 
vated as an office for Air Nauru,, 
for the Nauru Shipping Line, and 
for Nauru’s consular office there. 


Violence In Tahiti 
govemaent straggle 

THE STRUGGLE of Tahitians to re¬ 
gain self-government in French 
Polynesia is becoming tinged with 
violence. 

In February French authorities 
sentenced Mr. Charlie Ching, lead¬ 
er of the political party called Te 
Taata Tahiti Tiama, to ten years 
in gaol, and also gave sentences 
to six of his supporters. 

Mr, Ching was convicted of blow¬ 
ing up Tahiti’s central post office, 
attempting to sabotage French nu¬ 
clear installations and diips, and 
being involved in the kidnapping 
and murder of a Frenchman. 

Mr. Ching said military installa¬ 
tions and equipment were his only 
target. "Nobody would condemn 
us for battling against the bomb," 
he said, referring to France’s con¬ 
tinued use of French Polynesia as 
an atomic test ground. 

The six others convicted were 
Tahitian men, all in their 20s. 

They are members of a commando 
group, said to have been financed 
by Mr. Ching, called Te Toto 
Tupunua - "Blood of our Ancestors". 
They claimed sole responsibility 
for the kidnap T murder. 

At the trial in Tahiti a 30-year- 
old Polynesian who was called as 
a character witness told die court 
"Everyone here knows that there 
are plenty of young people ready 
to do the same thing". 

France conquered Tahiti with 
force a hundred years ago, and 
in 1946 declared that the 150-odd 
islands in the group were now part 
of metropolitan France. Resistance 
to being dominated from overseas 
began growing id die early 1960s, 
and has become angrier as England, 
New Zealand, the United States 
and (in die case of Nauru and Papua 
New Guinea) Australia began with¬ 
drawing from their colonial claims 
and allowing island nations to gov¬ 
ern themselves. 

French Polynesia is governed from 
France, and administered by a 
French-appointed High Commissioner, 
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Norfolk 



We have been asked to reprint a Norfolk poem from long ago, and 
do so with great pleasure. It was written by Gustav Quintal, who 
used to be Headmaster. 


LIVING 


NORFOLK ODE 

ON NORFOLK’S SUNNY, SEA-GIRT ISLE WE’LL RAISE OUR VOICES HIGH 
IN PRAISE OF VERDANT HILL AND DALE BENEATH A KINDLY SKY. 

THE LAUGHING WAVES THAT LAPPING LAVE O’ER LOUD IN ANGER ROAR 

WE’LL JOIN OUR SONG IN CADENCE WILD AROUND OUR CRAGGY SHORE. 

IN JOYFUL STRAINS THEN LET US SING. 

THOUGH WAVES TUMULTUOUSLY ROAR. 

OUR ISLAND HOME IS BUT A SPECK ON OCEAN’S BOSOM WIDE 

IT’S DEAR TO US, SINCE BOYS AND GIRLS; IT IS OUR HOME AND PRIDE. 

THE LOFTY PINES WILL BECKON US IF E’RE ABROAD WE ROAM 

AND PALMS AND FERNS WILL WELCOME US BACK TO OUR ISLAND HOME. 

NO HEARTIER WELCOME SHALL WE GET 
THOUGH ALL THE EARTH WE ROAM. 

OUR LAND IS RICH WITH LUSCIOUS FRUIT; WITH FISH OUR WATERS SWARM 
OUR VALLEYS DEEP ARE GAY AND RICH, OUR CLIMATE MILD AND WARM. 

OUR LAND ABOUNDS IN NATURE’S GIFTS OF BEAUTY RICH AND RARE 

LET’S BLESS THE GIVER OF GOOD THINGS WHO ALL THIS GOOD DID PLAN 

AND LET US THANKFUL BE TO HIM FOR HIS GREAT GIFTS TO MAN. 

YES, LET US THANKFUL BE TO HIM 


FOR HIS GREAT GIFTS TO MAN 





TWO LOVELY, showy plants for 
this climate - Bouggainvillea and 
Frangipani. 


Some of the lesser-known colours 
in both of these are worth-while. 
For example, a deep gold or white 
bougainvillea mixed or near one 
of the red shades or pinky shades 
makes good contrast. They need 
very little care apart from pruning, 
which is best done after winter 
flowering - then cut back to 1/2. 

Some of the good colours are - 

Magnifica Traillir, large bracts, 
mid purple, and vigorous. 

Hawaiian Gold, lovely molten 
gol37 very free-flowering. 

Mrs, Butt, old variety of nice 
deep red. 

Alba - snowy white. 

Glabosa Sandercana lavender, 
very good tub subject. 

There are some good doubles, but 
I doubt they would be available on 
Norfolk due to import restrictions. 

Another pretty and showy creeper 
is Thurbergia Gibsonia, small green 
leaves with pretty shade of orange 
flowers, with deep brown throat. 
They are perhaps not so well known 
as the classic Stephanotis and Jas¬ 
mine. 

Frangi-Pani come in no less than 
ten colours. The following I have 
growing in my garden: Apricot 
Gem, Limberlost Pink, Suva Red, 
Cairns Red, not forgetting the love¬ 
ly well known cream variety. 

Use nicotine sulphate combined 
with white oil to control scale, 
should sooty look appear on plant, 

NOW IS a good time to take Hi¬ 
biscus cuttings. Take short cuttings 
of half-ripe wood, set in peat moss 
or sharp sand ifjnoss not available. 



\ v^s tr*: ~. ,r 
LAST MONTH I suggested a differ¬ 
ent way of preparing zucchini, and 
now here is another. 


RAW ZUCCHINI SALAD 
1 i cups thinly sliced raw zucchini 
1 cup thinly sliced raw carrots 
3 spring onions, chopped 
i cup diced sharp cheese 
1 tablespoon chopped parsley 
\ cup mayonaise 
1/3 6up vinegar 


salt 

lettuce leaves 

Mix zucchini, carrots, green oni¬ 
ons, sharp cheese and parsley. 
Sprinkle with salt. Mix mayonaise 
and vinegar and add to vegetables 
gently mixing to coat ingredients. 
Serve on lettuce leaves. 

HERE IS an unusual dish which com¬ 
bines our delightful local fish with 
bananas. 

TRUMPETER PRINCESS 
Dip fillets In egg and bread crumbs 
and fry in hot oil. Arrange on oven¬ 
proof serving dish. 

Lightly fry split bananas and arran¬ 
ge on top of each fillet. Make suf¬ 
ficient thick cheese sauce with peel¬ 
ed chopped tomatoes and grated on¬ 
ion. Pour over fish 10 minutes be¬ 
fore serving. Cover dish and reheat 


in moderate oven. 

WITH GUAVAS so plentiful at the 
moment I tried using them this way. 
The dessert tasted and really look¬ 
ed good. 

GUAVA CHEESECAKE 
Crumb crust to cover an 8” spring 
form tin. 

2i cups guava puree 
3 dessertspoons gelatine 
12 oz. can chilled evaporated milk 
8 ox. Philadelphia cream cheese 
1 cup castor sugar 
Dissolve gelatine in 2 cups of 
guava puree over low heat and add 
sugar. Whip cheese with milk, then 
combine all ingredients, stirring 
well* Fill case with mixture and 
swirl the remaining guava pulp 
over the top of your cheesecake. 
Chill, 



ENGLISH ENAMELS The revival of an 
Eighteenth Century Craft - enamelled on copper 
and handpainted 



moMt 


forest 


LINEN In a brilliant array of decorator colours 
“ancTdesigns to complement your decor. 





A series of items, manufactured entirely by hand, 
incorporating the Victorian Art of pressed flowers. 


ADD FRAGRANCE to the home or give an 
aromatic gift - choose from a large selection 
of Pomanders, Potpouris, Sachets, Herb Cushions, etc. 


, ,. AND MANY OTHER SURPRISES, 


for quality and 
individuality 


TAYLOR'S RD., 

OPPOSITE THE STRAND ARCADE 
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OVER THE LAST few days we have 
been experiencing the most perfect 
sunny Autumn days - previous to 
this it was rather tedious having to 
put up with the very humid weather. 
One thing that did thrive during this 
time was the lawns which seemed 
to grow inches overnight - thanks to 
the numerous showers of rain. At 
least the Island now looks its nor¬ 
mal self once again - picturesque 
green everywhere. 

The drawing of die Leagues Club 
Raffle was the highlight of a very 
happy 21st birthday for Tammy Hall 
who won herself the super prize of 
a trip to the Mainland U.S. and 
Hawaii. The runners up prizes were 
also won by locals, namely, the 
'Chris Gatehouses' and the 'Albert 
Buffetts'. The Leagues Club sold 
all the tickets for the raffle and now 
this puts them in a position nearer 
their being able to commence the 
new Leagues Club building which 
will be an added attraction for lo¬ 
cals and tourists - all the Leagues 
Clubs have reciprocal rights for 
members. 

With all the talk of the cheap 
fares to different places throughout 
the world, the fact is that there 
aren't enough seats for all the Aust¬ 
ralians and New Zealanders to take 
these trips when they are planning 
their holidays, so, for those still 
wanting to get away, Norfolk can 
and should still be an attractive 
place for holidaymakers. 

Many locals are away and going 
for their annual holidays at the pres¬ 
ent time. For those who like the 
charm of the South Sea Islands, many 


from the Island have enjoyed their 
time on board the 'Kalia* whilst do¬ 
ing her route to such places as Vila, 
Tonga, Suva, Apia and Pago Pago. 

Eric and Daphne Williams are away 
on 2 months leave visiting family and 
friends in Brisbane and the Sunshine 
Coast. Eric will be participating in 
the Brisbane/Gladstone Yacht Race - 
an old favourite pastime. 

There were various farewell func¬ 
tions for Jim 'Jungles' Baker who has 
been the popular Accountant at the 
Commonwealth Bank and whose term 
has finished. Jim is off on an over¬ 
seas jaunt before taking up his new 
post. 

The Bank of New South Wales has 
also lost one of their members after 
completing a 2 year term. Sue Carr 
has a new posting near her home town; 
for the next two years Sue will be in 
Condobolin but before commencing 
there Sue has 3 months leave. 

Congratulations to Rob and Lyn 
Wotherspoon on the birth of their 
son Brendon bom on 21si March. Lyn 
was previously running 'Susan Janes 
Hair Salon* and Rob works in Camera¬ 
lines. 

The Norfolk Island Pony Club had 
an evening recently where films 
were shown of some of the Club's 
members' recent visit to New Zea¬ 
land - Tauranga Pony Club. The 
evening was also a farewell to Fiona 
Adams and her parents, Don and 
Olwyn. Don has operated an account¬ 
ing business on the Island for many 
years. 

Great activity at die Norfolk Island 
Central School on Monday, 19th 
March when the School Captains 


were inducted and the badges and 
certificates were awarded for life¬ 
saving achievements. Sheryl Dead- 
man - Lady Captain; Michelle Le- 
Cren - Lady Vice-Captain; Paul 
'Shorty' Kelrnan - Gentleman Cap¬ 
tain; Ray Tullner - Gentleman Vice- 
Captain. Congratulations to you all. 

Wednesday, 28th March, was the 
perfect day for the Norfolk Island 
Central School's Sports Day held 
down on the oval at Kingston. The 
children all enjoyed the day and es¬ 
pecially those lucky enough to be 
able to win trophies and shields 
which the Deputy Administrator, 

Mr. Gordon Williams, presented. 

Some of the major trophy winners 
were Teresa Grube - Senior Girl 
Champion; Senior Boy Champion - 
Neville Bigg; Junior Girl Champion - 
Monica Menzies; Junior Boys Cham¬ 
pion - Tony Mitchell; Infants' Boys 
Champions - equal Michael Page 
and Adrian Evans; Infants' Girls 
Champion - Jodie Williams. The 
House Champion Shfctti was won by 
Nepean - 806 points; Norfolk - 742; 
and Philip - 539. All the specta¬ 
tors, comprising parents and visitors, 
thoroughly enjoyed watching the 
children who had been well organ¬ 
ised for the day's events. 

With Easter just around the corner 
many people will be looking forward 
to enjoying a short break which over 
the past years has been perfect wea¬ 
ther for being on the beach, having 
barbecues and attending the R. S. L. 
Easter Race Meeting down on the 
racecourse at Kingston. 

Zena Heinz, the Island's popular 
photographer, was married recently 
to Kees Zeilstra on Mount Pitt - the 
nearest spot to heaven. Zena and 
Kees had as their attendants Jean 
Mitchell and Alan Dyer - it was a 
very happy and relaxed occasion and 
everyone enjoying the toasting of 
the couple which was held at ’Branka 
House*. 

There seems to have been consider¬ 
able interest taken with the colour 
video cassette tape systems which is 
entertainment for all the family, 
and especially to those who live alone. 
Now, with winter approaching, their 
popularity will probably even grow 
larger. The Arts Council are run¬ 
ning a raffle with one of these sys¬ 
tems as the main prize. 


THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
-V* New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel, 
y Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Tw elve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian" 
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EDITORIAL 


Prove it, please 


ANY REASONABLE PERSON who cares enough about 
Norfolk Island to Inquire into its history - to read the musty 
old Council minutes, to examine the petitions to the Queen, 
to talk with elderly Islanders about what their fathers taught 
them, and about their own experiences - becomes aware of 
two facts that are beyond any dispute. 

One Is that the Pitcairn people left their old home 
island and agreed to move here in 1856 believing that they 
were promised all of Norfolk, and the right to continue gov¬ 
erning themselves as they had on Pitcairn. They would not 
have agreed to move if they had doubted that promise 

The other is that Australian-based authorities for 723 
years have disbelieved that the Pitcairners could have been 
promised such things. Repeatedly - always with superior 
lawyers and superior force - they have asserted that It must 
have been a misunderstanding. 

In the 19th century it may have been acceptable for 
Britain, Holland, France or Germany to dominate distant 
colonies and suck what they could out of them. But no 
longer. Everyone - Britain among the leaders, to its credit 
- has realised that the people of the old colonies are entit¬ 
led to put their heads up now. Entitled to make their own 
decisions, for better or worse. Entitled to muck up their 
own lives if they can't help It, because of inexperience. 
Perhaps even entitled to some help by way of coaching or 
subsidy, to lessen the chance of such mistakes. 

Colonialism has died, as a philosophy. 

Only four ugly wisps of it remain in the islands of the 
South Pacific. France, in Polynesia and New Caledonia. 
Chile, in Easter Island. Australia, in Norfolk Island. 

Australia has recently been given, by the happen¬ 
stance of history, an opportunity to bring its Norfolk Island 
policies into the 20th century. There is no doubt what the 
ordinary people of Australia would have said, had they 
been asked. They would have said "Norfolk thinks it can 
make a go of it without any finance from us? Beauty'. 

Good luck to them*." 

But the small number of men who control the Austra¬ 
lian Government have decided something very different. 

Here are their policies and actions, freshly decided 
on in the year 1979. The quotations cited are the words of 
the Honourable R. J Ellicott, Q. C., M. P , Australia's Gov¬ 
ernment Minister responsible for good government on Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

1. Norfolk Island, which was created a "distinct and 
separate settlement" in 1856 and accepted as such by Austra¬ 


lia in 1914, has been deprived of that status and has been 
annexed by the Commonwealth against the Island's will and 
without the Island's knowledge, consultation or consent. 

"This is Australia. H 

2. The only elected representatives of the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and people, the eight members of the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil, are not recognised for what they are. "I don't believe 
you now represent the people in political reality.. .you don't 
represent the political realities of Norfolk Island." 

3. The will of the people Is not recognised as the 
basis for the authority of government. The Council asked 
Mr. Ellicott to add a straightforward clause to the Preamble 
of the Norfolk Island Bill, recording that it was desirable 

to make provisions that would enable the people of the Isl¬ 
and to consent to their own form of government. Mr. EUi- 
cott refused to do so. The Government of Australia is not 
prepared to accept such a principle. 

4. The people of Norfolk Island will be subject, in a 
newly-written law, to taxation without representation. The 
people have complained about this for generations. "This 
sudden talk of tax without representation on the Island - 
well you have had tax without representation since 1914." 

6. The people will not be permitted to vote on wheth¬ 
er, or how, their constitution is changed. "I am not prepared 
to put a referendum provision in." 

6. The wishes of the people, if they should be con¬ 
sidered important, will be determined by an Australian Gov¬ 
ernment Minister. "The Australian Minister.. .will always 
have to make an assessment of what 1$ the broad view of 
the people of the Island. " 

7. The wishes of the people, in any event, will not 
determine Government policies. "Australia 1$ the ultimate 

judge." 

8. The head of the Island's government will continue 
to be an outside appointed "Administrator". Councillors 
have made it clear that the title is detested on the Island. 

Mr. Ellicott: "The Australian Government presence on the 
Island will be marked by a person who has been called the 
Administrator and who will be called the Administrator. 

We have used that term in the Northern Territory, we have 
used it in Papua New Guinea, and we see no reason not to 
use it on Norfolk Island." 

9 United Nations obligations accepted by Australia 
as a sacred trust will not be recognised on Norfolk Island. 

"If you want to butt your heads against that wail, go ahead." 

10. Even though Norfolk Island is self-supporting, 
Australia will determine how most of the Island's own local 
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revenues are to be spent, and a local Assembly will not be 
able to interfere. "This would give the Legislative Assemb¬ 
ly a chance to thwart the necessary financial policies of the 
Commonwealth within Norfolk Island... The Government 
should not give away its reserve powers. It is really patern¬ 
alistic but it represents the Government's overall responsi¬ 
bility.” 

11. If the people are dissatisfied they can complain 
to the Administrator. "This policy really allows you to at¬ 
tack the Government. You can pass resolutions without the 
Administrator present to caution you... if the Administrator 
says he will not listen to you, you can go back in the Assem¬ 
bly and say you tried to talk to the Administrator." 

12. Most ipcjredibiy of all, two sentences spoken to the 
eight elected representatives of the people of the Island, on 
Match 26th, 1979. "You are under the complete bondage of 
the Australian Parliament. You are not free. " 

AND SO THE FEW MEN who direct the Australian 
Government have declared that it is their absolute right to 
rule the people of Norfolk bland. 

It would seem reasonable, as they move to enforce 
that decision, to ask one polite, simple question. 

If a motorist is pulled up by a police officer and asked 
to show his driver's license, the driver ought to show it. It is 
not good enough to say, "Look, 1 have been driving this car 
for 64 years* " It is not good enough to say, "I am a Minister 
of State*. M It is not good enough to say, "We will solve this 
with co-operation, collaboration and consensus. ** Show 
your license, please. 

May we see you license, please, Australia? Please 
show the people of Norfolk Island - and the people of the 
South Pacific, and the people of the United Nations, and 
your friends in ASEAN - your credentials. 

Show us your license to govern the people of Norfolk 
Island against their will. 

Show us your license to tax the people without their 
representation. 

Show us your license to require Norfolk Island to be 
self-supporting - and then to spend 80% of the money the 
Island raises itself. 

Show your license to take away from Norfolk the only 
large resource most islands have - the surrounding sea and 
seabed. 


Show us your license to Impose any lav/ your Parlia¬ 
ment wants to lay on the people here. Show us your license 
to cancel any law we might make ourselves, for your own 
reasons. You say it is "our” Parliament. Our Parliament? 

In which we have no vote, and want none? Our Parliament, 
in which the Norfolk Island Bill began being debated with 
a total of four members present in the House of Represent¬ 
atives? 

You can of course produce a license showing that you 
own the buildings at Kingston, can*t you? Let's see it. We 
can demonstrate that they were given to the Pitcairners in 
1856. 

You can of course demonstrate that a large part of 
Norfolk's land belongs to you. Please have your vast, edu¬ 
cated Attorney-General's Department pull the deeds out of 
their files and put them on the table. Do they seem to have 
been misplaced somehow? No - not that paper saying that 
you were given authority for Norfolk's good government in 
1914. That's not the one. Let's see the deeds.. 

Perhaps you’ve mislaid your license, and the deeds, 
temporarily. That can happen to anyone. There's a simple 
procedure to overcome the problem. We all go along to a 
court - the United Nations • and get impartial people to con¬ 
sider the facts and render a reasonable verdict. What could 
be fairer? The truth will out, you know. 

But perhaps that would be embarrassing, when you've 
insisted for all these years that the United Nations must not 
be allowed to interfere on Norfolk Island . 

Very well. Let's keep it quiet, and solve it in the 
family. Let’s have a discreet referendum. Let's leave it to 
the people who will be much the most affected by the de¬ 
cision. We’ll abide by that, whatever the majority say. 

You don't like that either? 

All right, sir, show your driver's license. 

Prove your right to subjugate the people of Norfolk 
Island. Demonstrate the source of your right to dominate. 

Prove it, Mr. Ellicott. Prove it, Mr* Peacock. Prove 
it, Mr. Fraser. Ail you have to do is take the license out 
of your pocket, and let us read it. 

Prove it - or take your bullying, colonial hands off 
this God-fearing, self-supporting, decent, defenceless 
people and leave them in peace. 

Prove it - or restore freedom here quickly, while you 
can do so with a semblance of honour rather than in disgrace. 


The Norfolk Island News is published monthly, normally on the 15th of the month - but there will be no issue in May of this 
year. The publisher is Ed Howard, P.O.Box 94, Norfolk Island 2899, South Pacific. All contents©copyright. Airmail sub- 
scriptions: to Australia $10; to N.Z», $A16; to other Pacific islands $A18; U.S, A. 4J.K. $A24 -shortened if postage rises. 









MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOC1ETE MARITIME CA LEDON1ENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, cat & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rouvators, hoes. all 

agricultural implement! 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES . 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 





















